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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

I .
2.
3.

DELIS (3Y INTRODUJCJTION AND
FIRST READING

State Energy Commission Bill.
Electricity Act Amendment Bill.
Gas Standards Act Amendment Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

Mensaros (Minister for Fuel and
Energy), and read a first time.

PLANT DISEASES ACT
AMENDMENT BELL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
MR OLD (Katanning-NtMinister for

Agriculture) (2.20 p.mn.j: I move-
That the Bill be now read a third time.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [2.21 p.m.]: I
take advantage of the opportunity on the third
reading of this Bill to make several points. It is
remarkable the way this Government has turned
to water on its attitude towards the control of
fruit fly in Western Australia.

During .their period in opposition, members
opposite were most outspoken of any actions that
were taken in an endeavour to rectify a situation
that had gone on (or something like 24 years.
When the Opportunity has finally been presented
to correct the problem, the difficulties and
problems still remain.

The problem of administering such an Act is
increasing and making it virtually impossible for
the provisions of the Act to be applied as they
pertain at the moment. The situation will not
become any simpler in the future.

It is time there was a comprehensive review of
this problem in Western Australia; but it does not
look as though such a review will be forthcoming
by those on the Government benches.

The question that concerns every fruit-tree
owner in this State is the increasing charges that
are levied. The Minister did not make reference to
the fact that new charges are to be increased by
regulation alone. He did not say there would be
no increases in the near future. I would

imagine-and it would be in keeping with the
track record of this Government-that charges
will be substantial and they will be forthcoming in
the not-too-distant future. It would be a different
matter if these people were to get some value
from the increases which can be expected; but
they will not.

Under the existing set-up, there is no way the
efficiency of fruit-fly control in Western Australia
can or will be improved. This is the whole crux of
the problem. This Government has shrunk from
its responsibility; the responsibility of handling
the fruit-fly problem. It has turned its back on it;
it has put it into the too-hard basket. I do not
think the people in this State have any chance of
seeing any improvement in the very second-rate
situation which pertains. The Government is to be
condemned for the abrogation of its
responsibilities.

When members opposite were the Opposition
they were very critical. Certain members opposite
should be hanging their heads in shame and
hiding under their seats at the thought of what
they did. I make special reference to the Minister
at the end of the front bench (Mr Rushton)
because I recall his very loquacious efforts to
criticise the then Labor Government. Now he is in
a position to do something about it, what does he
do? He does nothing. He was not even in the
Chamber when the debate took place.

We have drawn the attention of the House and
the community to the shortcomings and
deficiences of this Government and its
unwillingness to do anything about this problem.
With the numbers situation as it is in this House
there is nothing else we can do.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [2.25 p.m.]: I
support the remarks of the member for Warren. I
would like to see an evaluation made of the whole
scheme. Following a deputation I led to the
Minister on behalf of the Collie Fruit Growers'
Association, he would know there were several
anomalies in the scheme. He well knows that in
the area I represent, half the town of Collie is
covered by a fruit-fly baiting scheme while the
other half is not. What an incredible situation!
How can anyone claim there is efficiency when
these conditions obtain?

When I led that deputation to the Minister on
the 23rd February last year I asked the Minister
to have the Plant Diseases Act completely re-
examined because it was inefficient. The Minister
told me today that he received a deputation this
week from the Donnybrook Fruit Growers'
Association. The members of that deputation also
complained about the existing provisions in the
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Act. As a result of the approaches he has
received, the Minister found it necessary to place
amendments on the notice paper.

The Minister is aware there are a number of
areas in this State where people are not happy
with the existing provisions. Criticisms have been
made of the situation in the Bridgetown area. I
have a letter from the Donnybrook Fruit Growers'
Association indicating it is not happy with the
situation. The people of the town of Darkan in the
Minister's electorate had a meeting last year to
discuss the provisions of the Act and they
indicated they were not happy with them.

This Act has been in operation for some 20-odd
years and it is time for the Minister to talk with
people in the industry to see what new provisions
should be incorporated in a new Act. The
Minister could not deny the present Act is
inefficient. If it was not we would not be receiving
so many complaints about it. I am sure other
members representing country electorates have'
received many complaints indicating the need for
an overhaul of the present Act.

Last year the Donnybrook Fruit Growers'
Association wrote to me complaining about fruit
fly in the Collie district which threatened the
industry in the Preston Valley, which is not many
miles from this centre. So the Minister will see
that I am not complaining on behalf of myself but
on behalf of many people in country areas.

When the Minister met the deputation I led to
him on behalf of the Collie Fruit Growers'
Association he gave us a good reception. We
pointed out the faults in the present Act.
However, like the member for Warren, I do not
see any benefit in amending the Act in this
piecemeal fashion. The Minister should talk to
people in the industry and re-examine the entire
'problem with a view to introducing a much better
Act which would be acceptable and would look
after the interests of the industry in this State.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculturp) [2.29 p.m.]: I do not wish illness on
anyone; but it is rather advantageous that the
member for Collie has somewhat of an
impe diment due to a cold, because when he is
short of facts he is never short of volume.

Mr H. D. Evans: You cannot answer.
Mr T. H. Jones: Act like a responsible

Minister.
Mr OLD: Give me a chance and I will try. The

Government's action in controlling the fruit-fly
problem is nothinig of which it should be ashamed.

Mr H. D. Evans: It is shocking.

Mr OLD: Why did not the honourable member
do something about it?

This Government has invested a great deal of
money in the control of fruit-fly and most
certainly has nothing of which to be ashamed. I
was pleased to hear the member for Collie say
that the deputation received a good hearing
because last night in this House he said exactly
the opposite. He said I would give no answer
whatsoever and that I went running to my
department. It is time the member for Collie had
his facts right.

However, the letter from the Donnybrook Fruit
Growers' Association which the member for
Collie referred to was not read out, he just waved
it around. I remind the members concerned that I
did mention last night I had met a deputation
from that association last week.

Mr T. H. Jones: Would you like to read the
letter out for me?

Mr OLD: I have no desire to do so. It appears
the honourable member did not know of the
meeting with the association. As a result of this
meeting and the requests made by the association
these amendments were placed on the notice
paper. So, when the member for Collie says we
are not adhering to the request of the ~association
it is evident he needs to do a little -more homework
or needs to speak to the association. This
Government has nothing of which to be ashamed
in its record of assistance to the fruit growers.

Several Opposition members interjected.
Mr OLD: This Government is the only

Government that has ever assisted the fruit
growers when they were in trouble. The Labor
Government never did a thing.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Several Opposition members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from the 23rd October.
MR T'. H. JONES (Collie) [2.32 p.m.J: The

debate on this Bill gives members an opportunity
to speak to the Budget and also to raise matters of
concern in their electorates. Perhaps I might
touch on the power scene.
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It was very refreshing for me to join the
Premier and the Minister for Fuel and Energy
this morning at the new Kwinana power station
extension opening. The Premier opened stage "C"
of the extensions at that plant.

Mr O'Neil: Are they oil fired?
Mr T, H-. JONES: I will get to that in a

moment. I will say, in fairness to the Premier, he
indicated that with the changed situation with
regard to energy the State Energy Commission
had no alternative but to convert units at the
Kwinana station from oil-tired units to coal. I
think I have had something to say about that on a
previous occasion. I will quote part of the
brochure made available at the opening as
follows-

The completion of stage C, the installation
of two 200 MW generating units that can
now be tired on either coal or oil, illustrates
the commission's ability to adapt to the
changing world energy picture. The
construction of the two 200 MW generating
units was well advanced when the decision to
undertake modifications to allow coal firing
was made. The decision was the direct result
of the OPEC oil producing companies'
massive increase in the world oil price.

It was with regret that it was necessary to make
this change. Had the Government the foresight to
install coal-tired units in the first place-as are
found in other stations in Australia-it would not
have been necessary to spend approximately $40
million for the conversion. The modifications were
as a result of the present policy of OPEC.

I add here that the Tonkin Government should
be congratulated because that Government made
the decision to increase the Muja station in Collie
before the oil prices were increased in the Middle
East. This fact was not mentioned this morning,
but the Tonkin Government decided to extend the
Muja station at Collie before the oil crisis in the
Middle East.

They are the facts and they cannot be disputed.
The Premier knows that it was a mistake not to
have coal-fired units in the first place.

Mr Sibson: At the time the original change was
made it was a very sensible decision for two
reasons and you know that.

Mr T. H. JONES: They would not have been
necessary if oil-fired units had not been installed.
In the olden days people had more foresight. For
example, when the East Perth station was built
dual-fired units were installed. They were
installed also in the South Fremantle and the
Dunbury power houses. The people in those days
who were responsible for the provision of

electricity in Western Australia must have had
more foresight than some of those who have been
in charge of the State Energy Commission in the
last couple of years.

However, it was refreshing to me to hear the
Premier indicate that the State Energy
Commission will have no alternative but to
convert more units throughout Western Australia
back to coal. The Government is forced to do this
because it has no alternative due to the high cost
of oilI.

Mr Sibson interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I call the House to

order! The member for Collie will address the
Chair.

Several members interjected.
Mr T. H. JONES: We are now hearing from

the second back-bench and the fourth back-bench.
The second back-bench is from the vineyard area.
The member for Whitford would be very well
informed on power generation.

Several members interjected.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Govern~nent has no

alternative but to spend more of the taxpayers'
money on conversion. The Opposition has said so
often in the past that this would be the situation.
However', it will be of great benefit to the
coalmining industry but unfortunately at a heavy
cost to the taxpayers in Western Australia.

Another matter which 'concerng me is the
Aborigines in Collie. Some years ago we had a
tent settlement two or three miles east of the
town, which was established following the closure
of the reserve and the decision that some people
should not reside in Housing Commission homes.'

It had been drawn to my attention that old-age
pensioners were sleeping on the floor in wet
conditions, and I was asked what I intended to do
about it. As a result of discussions with the State
Housing Commission and the Department for
Community Welfare, it was finally decided to
construct an Aboriginal village a few miles east of
Collie, and eight houses were then erected. They
were lovely homes in a beautiful bush setting.
Electricity and water were available to them and
they had the modern facilities which are enjoyed
by most white people. The whole scheme took
about three years to get off the ground. Anyone
who has visited the area will agree with me it is a
very good project.

When the houses were first occupied a
caretaker was employed on a part-time basis.
However, I was called out there during the past
winter by the representatives of the Department
for Community Welfare in Collie, and I found the
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caretaker had been sacked. There are holes in the
walls, windows have been broken and not
repaired, and in the winter months rain was
coming into the rooms. There are no locks on the
doors and no maintenances has been done. If
action is not taken shortly it will develop into a
slum area.

It is an ideal concept for Aboriginal people, but
it is quite apparent that nobody cares and the
village is going to rack and ruin. i was so
concerned that I w rote to the Acting Director of
the Federal Department of Aboriginal Affairs
(Mr T. Long), drawing his attention to the
problems in the area. Subsequently Mr Long, a
representative of the hostels association (Mr
Wyatt), and others came to Collie on the 31st
August for discussions. We inspected the area and
they agreed some changes had to be made and
somebody must be put in charge of the village
with authority to do maintenance and upkeep.

Since then the handyman has been sacked, the
houses have been vacated, and dogs are living in
some of the rooms. I am not exaggerating;, I was
out there last Monday. It is time somebody took
the initiative. I understand the houses are still
under the control of the State Housing
Commission. It will be tragic if we do not do
something to retain the image of the village. It is
better for the Aborigines to Live there than on the
reserves. They can live in the bush with their
garden plots.

I appeal to the Minister for Community
Welfare to have inquiries made. He will Find that
what I say is correct. Other problems include the
absence of any arrangements with the shire to
take away the rubbish, which has to be dumped in
the bush behind the houses. This is unsatisfactory
for a number of reasons, chiefly hygiene and
health. I hope that as a result of roy plea to the
Minister some immediate action will be taken- to
place someone in charge of the Aboriginal village.

Some months ago I approached the Medical
Department about the provision of additional
geriatric accomodation for Collie. Mr Henley, one
of the administrative officers of the department,
came to Collie and asked me to conduct a survey
in the town to ascertain the needs of the area. I
conferred with the local doctors, the Silver Chain
sisters, the people in charge of Meals on Wheels,
and other people involved in the care of aged
people in Collie. They were very co-operative and
forwarded me the necessary information, which I
sent to Mr Henley some months ago. He advised
that he would confer with Dr Lefroy and have an
investigation made, but so far no action has been
taken.

The situation in Collie is acute. We have 41
people in the home for the frail aged, and their
average age is over 80 years. We have very
limited provision for geriatric treatment at the
local hospital, and anyone who needs "C"-class
hospital accomodation has to go to Bunbury
because there is nowhere for them to go in Collie.
This disrupts the services available in the town.
We have Meals on Wheels, the Silver Chain, a
lovely home for the frail aged, and limited
geriatric accommodation; but we have no "C"-
class hospital accommodation.

This is an urgent need. We look after people in
their homes and in the home for the frail aged,
and it defeats the whole concept not to have a
s"C"-class hospital. In view of the hours of work I
put into preparing the list for Mr Henley. I should
be glad if the Minister would investigate the
matter on my behalf.

It is unfortunate the Minister for Education is
not in the Chamber this afternoon. No doubt'he is
away on matters associated with his portfolio. I
hope the Minister acting on his behalf will
indicate to him my concern about the Fairview
Primary School in Collie. When the Minister was
down there last year he saw the effluent which
was running freely onto one of the ovals and he
agreed immediate action *should be taken to
overcome the problem. However, nothing has
been done to date.

The P & C Association wrote to the Minister
on the 6th July this year and I supported its
submission. The Education Department promised
to take action. It is not good enough for effluent
to be running out in the open where young school
children play. I have written numerous letters
about the matter but it is quite apparent that
letters are not effective, and I have had to resort
to raising the matter in the Parliament in an
endeavour to get some action. We were also
promised reticulation for the school some years
ago but it has not yet been installed.

I am rather concerned about the Government's
practice of going to Press at Budget time saying it
is allocating money for schools left, right, and
centre. We hear announcements by the Minister
on the radio and on television that large amounts
of money will be spent in various sections of the
education system in Western Australia, but we
Find the Government is up to tricks. The answer
to a question I asked in this House indicates that
much of the funding is for works which already
have been carried out. I thought extra money was
to be allocated for works at the Amaroo school.
However, on the 18th October 1 asked the
following question-
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What is the $30 000 allocated in the
Estimates for the Amaroo school, Collie,
provided for?

The Minister replied-
The 130 000 is a carry-over commitment

from major Works undertaken in the previous
financial year.

I wonder in how many other areas the
Government has adopted that policy. It seems to
be trying to improve its image in the electorate by
saying it will spend $30 000 on a school; and when
it is queried it is found the work was undertaken
in the previous financial year. The Government is
misleading the people, to say the least; because
this is not new work but work that has been
completed already. I wonder in how many other
areas the Government has acted irresponsibly by
making similar announcements. It should not be
permitted to do that. If funds are included in the
Estimates for a particular reason, the Government
should state whether the work has been carried
out already.

I have already taken up with the Minister for
Mines the next matter to which I wish to refer,
although it is not directly under his control. I
refer to the establishment of a branch of the
School of Mines or technical education facilities
at Collie. At the moment a person who wishes to
study (or a deputy's certificate, an under-
manager's certificate, or a manager's certificate
has very few facilities available. Only one person
has been taking a superintendent's course, and he
has now been appointed a superintendent with a
mining company. To my knowledge no facilities
are now available for training in this area.

The Minister for Mines would know what lies
ahead in respect of the Collie coalfield. When I
moved a motion in this House about three weeks
ago relating to nuclear energy, the Minister
indicated that the proven reserves of coal at Collie
would be committed, and additional power
stations would be built. That can lead to only one
conclusion: the expansion of the Collie coalfield.
The Minister would not deny that he referred to
this matter when he spoke at the opening of the
new unit at the Kwinana power station this
morning. Indeed, the Premier also referred to it.

Following the opening of the unit this morning
I had discussions with a company representative,
who said he expected large increases in the labour
requirement of the coalfield within the next few
years.

OUr problem will be finding sufficient trained
men for the work. Few trained and quatlfied men
are available on the Collie coalfield. Surely as the
State's reliance on the coalmining industry

increases, so the Government should be looking
closely at the establishment of a branch of the
School of Mines or a technical education facility
in Collie. It has been suggested that persons may
attend the Bunbury Technical School, but in my
opinion that is not the answer. I feel a branch
should be established in Collie. That is the view
also of the Collie Shire, which has written to me
on the matter. The Collie Deputies' Union, which
looks after safety aspects in mines before they
reach managerial level, has written a letter to me
in respect of this matter. I would like to quote it
to the House because it is only short. It is dated
the 26th July, and it states-

Dear Sir,
We, the Collie Deputies Union, are

concerned about the Coal Mining area of
Collie.

We would hike to see a school of Mines in
* Collie for the training and schooling of men

for the mining industry in general, and also,
if possible in the -same program, something
-for apprentices instead of them having to
travel to Bunbury.

Could you please raise this matter in
Parliament.

I received a more lengthy letter from the Collie
Shire, which expressed its concern on behalf of
the town, generally. Therefore, I appeal to the
Minister for Mines-although it is not his direct
responsibility-to consider the establishment of a
branch of the School of Mines in Collie.
Obviously he must .be concerned because he is
aware that one of the mining companies is
presently bringing to Australia a top official from
England to work on the Collie coalfield, because
no men are available here.

That is a bad situation. I am not reflecting on
the men in the industry. However, no doubt the
Minister for Mines would be aware that in the
late 1940s and early 1950s there was an influx of
managerial staff from England. Unfortunately, in
most instances mining conditions in England are
far different from those in Collie, and many of the
men did not meet the requirements of the
industry. In fact, that was a failure, and I do not
want to see it happen again. The only way to
make trained men available for the industry is to
establish a branch of the School of Mines in
Collie, or to provide technical education facilities
there. I hope the Minister for Mines gives the
matter priority.

Last year I raised the matter of maintenance of
State Housing Commission homes. The situation
has not improved. Unfortunately, again, the
Minister for Housing is not in the Chamber.
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However, surely no member would deny that
insufficient finance has been made available for
maintenance of State Housing Commission homes
in Western Australia. I do not know whether all
members are happy with the situation in their
electorates: I certainly am not.

On Tuesday morning as I was driving through
Brunswick Junction I noticed the same situation
pertains there. Roofs are rusting away without a
coat of paint. I amn sure the member for Bunbury
would not argue with me because he knows the
situation in Carey Park. He would know
maintenance is urgently needed and that more
money is required for this purpose. The Wilson
Park area of Collie is fast becoming a slum. The
roofs have rn received a coat of paint for many
years, and they are rusting away. Little
maintenance has been carried out on the houses.
This is a matter which should receive top priority
by the Minister for Housing.

Mr Sibson: Let me interject. I do not want any
of the State Housing Commission areas of
Bunbury associated with the word "slum". Is that
understood?

Mr T. H. JONES: I said they are fast
becoming slums; I did not say they are slums.

Mr Sibson: I do not want that word associated
with Bunbury.

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for Bunbury
would not associate himself with me, anyhow-

Mr Sibson: That is not right.
Mr T. H. JONES -because our politics are so

wide apart.
Mr Sibson: What about the beer we had

togethir at Collie not so long ago?
Mr T. H-. JONES: That is about the only time

we have agreed, and we agreed because the
member for Bunbury had a beer and a feed free
at Collie! He did not argue about that. Probably
he has never eaten so well in his life, because it
was on the house. Obviously there is no doubt that
he agreed with me on that occasion!

The fict that State Housing Commission
homes in Collie have no fences is a matter of
concern for young families. Each day approaches
are made to me in respect of people with young
families who experience difficulty in trying to
keep childreni in the yard. The State Housing
Commission has demolished most of the fences of
State Housing Commission homes. I am sure
members would appreciate the problem if their
wives had three or four young children to care for,
who cannot be left to run around in the yard in
summer months but must be confined indoors.

It is not in the interests of young children to be
confined to the house. It is time the Government
considered ibis problem-it applies not only to
my electorate, but also to the State, generally. I
have complained about it often.

I am not having a very good day, because the
next matter to which I wish to refer concerns the
Minister for Local Government who is absent
also. I do not know whether the ab~ent Ministers
have gone down to my electorate, but certainly it
seems there has been an exodus of Ministers from
the Chamber this afternoon. The Ministers are
probably engaged in their' ministerial duties. this
afternoon.

Mr Nanovich: They are.
Mr T. H. JONES: Can the member for

Whitford tell me where they have gone?
Mr Nanovich: They have gone out.
Mr T. H. JONES: I know they have gone out,

because they are not here. One does not have to
be a Rhodes Scholar to know they have gone out.
They have not been in.

Mr Nanovich: The Minister for Local
Government is in Merred in. You don't even know
where you are, but I know where my Ministers
are.

Mr T. H. JONES: That is good. The member is
well informed. He must be in' the ministerial
stakes.

Mr Skidmore: Come off it!
Mr T. H-. JONES: I am not reflecting on the

Ministers. I know they have an enormous task.
This is a big State for them to cover and I would
nort be involved in denigrating them.

I want to record the urgent need to open up
more building blocks in the town of Collie. Some
time ago there was an auction in the McKinley
Street area, and I understand 22 blocks were
auctioned. Most of those blocks have been taken
up.

I hope that Alwest will be a "goer" and that
there will be an announcement about its
commencement soon. When it is announced, we
will find ourselves in the position of not having
any building blocks in Collie to meet the urgent
need.

There were 800 State Housing Commission
blocks available for sale in the McKinley Street
area. I hope the Minister will give urgent
consideration to the opening up of the building
blocks in that area.

In view of my voice problem, that is all I have
to say in relation to the Budget this afternoon.
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MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [3.02 pm.]: In
the Budget debate I wish to raise a couple of
matters which are of considerable importance to
South Perth.

The first matter is the establishment of a
botanical gardens on the foreshore between the
Narrows Bridge and the Causeway. Quite
frequently I have been at functions where the
Lord Mayor of Perth has spoken of how eulogistic
visitors from overseas are when they look out of
the windows of the Council House in Perth, and
how highly they speak of this city. The Lord
Mayor has pointed out that what they are
actually looking at is the South Perth foreshore
and skyline.

Some years ago a Mr Oldham put forward a
suggestion for a botanical gardens between the
Causeway and the Narrows Bridge. It was not the
first time that had been suggested. It had been
suggested long before that, and talked about long
before that; but Mr Oldham put forward a
detailed plan.

Recently the South Perth City Council had a
deputation to the Premier. It put forward a
proposition for obtaining $1.1 million for the
development of the Sir James Mitchell park in
South Perth, and adjacent areas of the foreshore.
The proposition was that the Government would
advance two-thirds of the $1.1 million for
reticulation and earthworks, and the council
would advance the other one-third. The
deputation also wanted the Government to,
contribute annually to two-thirds of the upkeep.

That was a solid sort of request to be made of
the Government, bearing in mind the economic
circumstances. Of cour~e the Government was not
in a position to accede to the request of the South
Perth City Council.

I request that the Government make some sort
of commitment in respect of the initial amount,
and some sort of commitment, irrespective of how
small, to meet that portion of the annual
commitment, because in South Perth the feeling
for the development of this area is such that we
could mount a massive community effort for the
development of the area. It would involve all
schools in the area; it would involve all the
organisations in the area including, of course, the
South Perth City Council. It would involve many
other organisations such as the Tree Society and
the Kings Park and Swan River preservation
society. Also it would involve a huge number of
individuals throughout the State.

This community effort,
scale, would result
organisations accepting

mounted on a massive
in individuals and
responsibility for the

planting of trees, their maintenance, and the
maintenance of sections of the foreshore.

There is no question that we could call a
meeting at which an organisation could be
established to direct this massive community
effort which would result in the area of the
foreshore between the Narrows Bridge and the
Causeway being set up as a botanical gardens. Of
course, that would be comparable with Kings
Park as an attraction, as far as the City of South
Perth is concerned.

No matter where visitors come from-hey
could come from any part of the world including
the Americas, Europe, or anywhere else-they are
always in raptures about the beauty and other
qualities of this city.

Sooner or later we have, therefore, to make a
start on the development of the South Perth
foreshore. If we are going to leave it for 10 or I5
years and then commence planting trees, it would
be another 10 or I5 years after that before the
residents of the city and the State, and the visitors
to the State, would be able to enjoy the trees.
However, if the trees are planted now, within a
short period of time-possibly 10 or I5
years-they would be well established.

I emiphasise the feeling that the development of
this area is such that we will not have the slightest
difficulty in mounting a massive community
effort. It would be an effort on a scale which has
not been seen before in Western Australia. It
would set an example for other organisations
throughout the State.

In the circumstances, all I am asking for is a
commitment by the Government. The South
Perth City Council has already undertaken to
meet a major portion of the funds required and to
contribute substantially to the annual upkeep. If
we can have some sort of commitment from the
Government, we would then be in a position to
form the organisation to establish a botanical
gardens on the area of which I have spoken.

Sir Charles Court: Is this a modification of the
proposition they put, or is it achieving the same
result?

Mr GRAYDEN: It would achieve the same
result.

Sir Charles Court: By a different method?
Mr GRAYDEN: Yes, by a different method.

In this case, we know the community would
respond because there is great feeling for the
establishment and preservation of trees in this
State. It is not only the people of South Perth who
would contribute; but organisations north of the
river and throughout the State would contribute
also.
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I turn now to another matter which is also of
vital importance to South Perth. I refer to the
question of high-rise development.

For about 10 years we have been working on
town planning scheme No. 2 in South Perth. It
has been thoroughly researched; opinions have
been sought; all sorts of modifications have been
made. Now we have town planning scheme No. 2
in operation. Thirty amendments to this plan have
been gazetted; but the most vital one of all, No.
12, has not been gazetted.

The other day I took the opportunity to ask the
Minister the reason for the delay. My question
reads as follows-

(I) What is the reason for the delay in
gazetting amendment No. 1 2 city of
South Perth, Town Planning Scheme
No. 2 of the 28th January, 1972?

(2) When is it anticipated the amendment
will be gazetted?

The Minister's reply was-
(1) and (2) 1 am concerned with the effect

of piecemeal amendment of planning
schemes in situations when a
comprehensive review of the scheme, as
provided for in the Act, may be more
appropriate. I have had discussions with
the South Perth City Council with a
view to resolving the difference. of
approach, and hope that I will shortly be
able to give my decision on the
amendment.

The difficulty caused by this amendment not
being gazetted is that a host of developers. are
applying for permission to construct buildings of
up to I8 storeys in South Perth. The amendment
of which I speak confines buildings to a height
limit of eight storeys on South Perth peninsula
and rive storeys on the Esplanade and Melville
Parade which actually abut Perth waters and
Melville waters respectively.

The height limitations of Aive storeys and eight
storeys have been arrived at after exhaustive
discussions over a period of approximately 10
years. However, at this late stage the amendment
still has not been gazetted notwithstanding the
fact that 30 of the amendments contained in the
No. 2 town planning scheme have been gazetted.

This is a sad state of affairs, because when the
council refuses permission for the developers to
build, they appeal to the Minister for Town
Planning. The latest appeal went before the town
planning tribunal. However, the South Perth City
Council has now taken the matter to the Supreme
Court. This situation would be obviated if town
planning amendment No. 12 was gazeted.

A great deal of thought went into the drawing
up of the No. 2 town planning scheme by the
South Perth City Council. In view of the
circumstances, I ask the Minister to gazette
amendment No. 12 as soon as possible in order
that we may put an end to the situation in which
people seek constantly to construct buildings
beyond the limits which have been decided upon
by the South Perth City Council.

I should like to emphasise that in attempting to
construct buildings above the height of eight and
five storeys, the particular developers concerned
are being grossly unfair to other developers who
are confining their buildings to the height limits

decided upon by the South Perth City Council.
The height limits were arrived at after an
exhaustive survey was conducted of the citizens of
South Perth. This was carried out by the South
Perth City Council. A total of 96 per cent of the
residents of South Perth were against high-rise or
medium-rise buildings. That is why the South
Perth City Council decided upon the height limit
of eight storeys on the South Perth peninsula and
rive storeys on the roads actually abutting the
river.

I appeal to the Minister to gazette amendment
No. 12 as soon as possible.

The member for Collie who has just resumed
his seat in the course of his speech referred to
tradesmen being trained at Collie. Recently I
travelled to Great Britain and studied the scheme
which has been set up by the British Government.
It was a most rewarding experience, because of all
the nations in the world the one which is most
appropriate for this type of study is the United
Kingdom. It has been training tradesmen by
means of crash training programmes since the
First World War when it became necessary to
retrain servicemen who returned from the war.

Throughout England and Scotland the British
Government has set up more than 90 skill centres.
In addition, the Government makes available the
facilities of over 700 colleges of advanced
education. The facilities of the universities are
taken advantage of also and employer training
organisations co-operate with the scheme.

As a result of this, anyone over the age of 19
who has not attended school on a full-time basis
for three years is eligible to attend the skill
centres which the British Government has set up.

Trades and other skills are taught at the skill
centres. The courses normally last for a period of
up to six months, but in some cases they last up to
12 months. The maximum length of the courses is
12 months. The people who attend the skill
centres are able to choose a course from a range
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of over 500 which include very involved subjects,
such as electronics, and they are able to complete
the course within the space of a year.

The British people have had experience in this
type of training for over 50 years and they are
doing it extraordinarily successfully. Nobody
pretends for one moment that this sort of training
gives the tradesmen work experience; but the
Government goes out of its way to simulate work
experience as far as possible by, on occasions,
purchasing old factories and using them as the
venues at which the skills are taught. Normal
working hours are adhered to. If a particular
trade starts work at 7.00 a.m., the people
attending the skill centre start at that time also.
Steps are taken to simulate the actual conditions
in the working place as far as possible.

The Government pays a minimum wage during
training, plus some allowances. In certain cases
travelling and living-away allowances are paid;
but a minimum wage in the order of $60 a week is
paid to the people attending the centres.

A huge number of people in Great Britain avail
themselves of the tuition available at the centres.
The idea of the skill centre is to teach a trade or
skill or to update a person's existing knowledge of
a trade or skill or to extend existing skills into new
areas.

The salient point which emerges from this is
that tradesmen, irrespective of their skills, can be
trained relatively quickly; but, of course, it is a
most costly process. Firstly, the Government has
to provide a living wage for the individuals who
accept the training and, secondly, it has to provide
a wage for the tutors.

Most of the tutors are people who have been in
the trades for over five years. They attend a crash
course of instruction in the art of imparting their
particular skills to students. The project works
extremely well in every way.

However, I should like to make the point that,
because it is a very costly project and bearing in
mind the economic situation in this country at the
present time, I believe the Government should
place more responsibility on individual employers
to train their own tradesmen.

A firm of surveyors in South Perth employs
young people who participate in a course at
WAIT. These young people are paid $80 a week
to continue their studies in the hope that
ultimately some of them may join the firm.

One of the difficulties experienced by this Firm
of surveyors is that even though it pays the young
people $80 a week to enable them to study, it has
to pay pay-roll tax on this amount. I want to take
up that matter with the Premier's Department,

because it seems rather foolish that when a Firm is
paying young people to gain skills in the hope that
they will subsequently enter the firm, it has to pay
pay-roll tax on the amount provided.

There is no doubt that many of the firms
operating in the north-west of the State or
involved in mining in other parts of Western
Australia are in a position to train their own
tradesmen. In many cases they have exceptional
facilities. These firms have access to the courses
available in Great Britain and within a matter of
a few months-in some cases in a matter of a few
weeks if a particular skill only is required-they
would be able to train their own work force.

Therefore. I think we should place infinitely
more responsibility on individual employers to
undertake training programmes of this particular
kind. There is not much more I want to say with
respect to job training. The member for Collie did
mention the difficulty we are likely to experience
in the future with the expansion which is taking
place in the Collie coalfield. I want to assure him
the actual training is relatively simple. Anyone
who studies British trading affairs would realise
why the system is so successful.

Something the British scheme involves, which is
not practised in Australia, is to issue each trainee
with a volume which contains a summary of each
lecture he will attend. The trainee receives that
summary before he embarks on a course, whether
it is in fitting and turning, motor mechanics, or
anything else.

Anyone who knows anything at all about
apprenticeship training would be aware that most
apprentices are not academically minded. Almost
without exception they place tremendous faith in
the tradesmen with whom they work. Usually
they do not have much confidence in the type of
tutors they have at the various technical colleges.

Mr Skidmore: I would suggest that in the
trades which are available to our young people
today, those journals, magazines, and similar
papers are issued progressively to the student at
the appropriate time and during the appropriate
year of progress. I think that is necessary.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is quite often found that
apprentices, because they are not academically
minded and because they have an implicit trust in
the tradesmen with whom they work, have some
form of contempt for the academically trained
practically-skilled people they encounter in
technical colleges. Quite often apprentices will sit
and look at a blackboard all day and absorb
nothing. Furthermore, they treat the lecture
period as some form of holiday. The result of that
is that the instructor writes off the class. He goes
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through the motions of doing his job and that is
all. Quite often an apprentice will go through a
full year treating the instruction as a holiday
period.

As I said, in Britain the appirentices are given a
summary covering each lecture they will attend
prior to embarking on the course. In most cases
the course is for a period of only six months, and
sometimes less. The maximum duration is 12
months. The apprentice is in the position of being
able to look through the precis before attending a
lecture. If the apprentice is not able to take in the
lecture, and he does not understand the precis, he
is able to go to the tradesmen with whom he
works and have the problem clarified. The fact
that the apprentice has in his hands, at the very
outset, a volume containing a precis of his lectures
is absolutely invaluable. We can learn from Great
Britain if we want to train our tradesmen to cope
with the efficient development of undertakings in
Western Australia. I again emphasise that the
employers themselves should consider, to a
greater extent, the training of their own
tradesmen.

The last point I want to touch on is that during
the last few days all sorts of documents have been
circulated by my Labor opponents in the area of
South Perth. They relate to the North-West Shelf
development, and they are to the effect that we
will use up the natural gas, and the energy which
is available to Australia, and in future years we
will be bereft of-or left without-automotive
fuels, etc.

Mr Sibson: Perhaps we should not take the coal
out of the ground at Collie!

Mr GRAYDEN: The South Perth residents
received a broadsheet letter to that effect.
Unfortunately, many people in Australia have
been led to believe that within 20 years or so we
will run out of read ilIy-accessi ble crude oil, and
then we will face some sort of energy crisis.
Nothing could be more ridiculous.

Mr Pearce: That is the reason your Premier has
put forward for wanting nuclear power.

Mr GRAYDEN: There is a good reason for
providing nuclear power, but it is not that we will
run out of fuel.

Mr Pearce: You had better have a chat with
the Premier.

Sir Charles Court: The member for Gosnells
does not want to misquote me, as is his habit.
What he is saying is not correct.

Mr GRAYDEN: After listening to members of
the Opposition one would gain the impression that
the world soon will be short of petroleum

products. Nothing could be further from the
truth.

Of all the nations in the world, Australia is
recognised as the most favoured as far as non-
renewable fossil fuel resources are, concerned, or
as far as energy resources are concerned.

Mr Skidmore: I could not agree more.
Mr GRAYDEN: We are the most favoured

country. According to GMH, which has done an
exhaustive study, we are the "Saudi Arabia" of
the western world. We are the lucky country as
far as energy reserves are concerned. We are
lucky for the reason that synthetic petroleum can
be extracted from coal, and synthetic petroleum
can be extracted from oil shale. Gasolene
extracted from synthetic petroleum is the
equivalent of petrol, which we extract from crude
oil.

The known resources of coal in Atistralia, at
the present time, are sufficient-at the present
rate of consumption-to supply Australia's
automotive energy requirements for the next 31 5
years.

Mr Pearce: It will be fascinating to hear your
contribution to the next debate on energy.

Mr GRAYDEN: It would be possible for
Australia to derive perol from our known
reserves of coal at our present rate of use, to last
us for the next 3 15 years.

Mr Pearce: You had better have a chat with
the Premier.

Mr GRAYDEN: We have heard recently of
the possible tremendous deposits of coal in the
Pilbara. Without doubt, other huge deposits will
be located elsewhere in Western Australia, and
throughout Australia. During the course of
drilling for oil and mineral sands at Eneabba,
huge deposits of coal were located. The extraction
costs for those deposits are too high at the present
time, but that will not apply in the future.

The process of extracting petrol from coal is
relatively simple. There are three known basic
methods, and they are all relatively simple.. In
Australia we have sufficient reserves to last us for
315 years so we will never run out of fuel in that
time.

When we talk in terms of oil shale, the
situation becomes absolutely mind-boggling. We
have known reserves of oil shale in Australia on
such a scale that if they were treated we would
have sufficient petrol, at the present rate of
consumption, to last us for the next I12 000 years.

Mr Bryce: Why build a nuclear power station?
Sir Charles Court: We need all forms of

energy.
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Mr GRAYDEN: What an extraordinary
situation we have in Australia. Rather than
energy becoming a crisis, the prospects are
exciting in the extreme. The oil shale reserves in
Australia, as they are known at present-and
without doubt additional huge deposits will be
discovered-arc sufficient to last us for the next
12 000 years. We have known oil shale deposits of
that magnitude. The process of extracting petrol
from oil shale also is relatively simple-costly, but
relatively simple.

Scientists are working on techniques to make it
even more economical. For instance, they are
considering pumping steam into the ground,
liquefying resinous remains of vegetation in the
oil shale, and then pumping it out of the ground.
This process is in the course of development. If we
proceed with some such method, we will have
reserves of petrol for the next 12 000 years. And
*yet people are walking around the country saying
that we will run out of petrol in the next 20 years.

Certainly we will run out of the known easily
accessible crude oil deposits in the next 20 or 30
years, but many more deposits are yet to be
found. In the course of running out of easily
accessible crude oil, it will become much dearer.
At the moment it is about $23.5 a barrel, but
when it gets to $25 a barrel, the extraction of
crude oil from shale and coal becomes
economical.

The extraction of crude oil from coal is slightly
more costly than is the extraction of crude oil
from shale, but the process of extraction is more
highly developed. We are actually mining coal at
this time, and these new processes are much
nearer than most people believe. Last year the
Governments of Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria, and the Commonwealth embarked on a
site feasibility study. I understand the result will
be known next year but already discussions are
being held about the location of the first plant to
extract petrol from coal. Apparently it has been
decided that the first plant will utilise coal.

I must mention that these processes require
huge amounts of water and this would be an
inhibiting factor for Western Australia at present.
But the point is that oil can be extracted relatively
easily and cheaply from coal. The estimate at the
moment is that it will cost in the order of $25 a
barrel to produce oil from oil shale, and it Is
costing us approximately $23.5 a barrel for crude
oil from Saudi Arabia at the present time.

So members will realise that when the cost of
oil from Sa udi A ra bia increases, anot her $ 1. 50 or
so a barrel it will be economic to extract petrol
from coal and shale. As I said, we have sufficient

petrol in this country for the next 315 years if we
extract it from coal and once we extract the
syitthetic petroleum from oil shale, we have
enough For the next 1 2 000 years.

I mentioned that water will be ain inhibiting
factor, but another inhibiting factor is the cost of
establishing the first plant. This will cost
approximately $2 000 million, and large
quantities of water will be required to operate it.
However, as I said, the Commonwealth
Government and some of the Eastern States
Governments are conducting a feasibility study
into this matter. For an outlay of $13 000 million
we could set up sufficient plants to supply
Australia's automotive requirements for synthetic
petroleum and we would have a 12 000-year
supply to look forward to. Of course, no-one is
bothering to look beyond 1 2000 years because
long before that period elapses we will be using
other types of fuel.

Other types of fuel are available at the
moment. Brazil is planning to become completely
self-supporting by producing ethanol from cane
sugar. Brazil has a high rainfall and the necessary
labour to obtain all its automotive fuel
requirements from sugar cane. We are in the
position to undertake such a project on the Ord
River, but certainly not to the same extent. Just
the other day we read in the Press that a company
is interested in such a process.

It is a very simple process to produce alcohol
from sugar cane-in fact, it is as simple as
obtaining fruit alcohol from fruit. As with fruit,
the sugar cane is allowed to ferment and then the
alcohol is drained off. Some Yugoslav friends of
mine used to supply fruit alcohol to almost the
whole of Europe where it was used in the
manufacture of benedictine and other liqueurs.
The fruit is permitted to ferment in vats and the
liquid is drained off. The production of alcohol
from sugar cane is equally simple.

As well as ethanol we have compressed natural
gas, liquefied natural gas, butane, and many
others. So we do not have a fuel problem. We do
not have a crisis. We have an extraordinarily
exciting future as far as Fuel is concerned. In
those circumstances I am stunned to see people
walking around the countryside handing out
literature which gives the impressioc that our fuel
resources will be exhausted within the next 20 or
30 years and that that is the end of the line-then
the automobiles will be taken off the road and we
will all have to ride pushbikes or purchase horses.
That will not be the situation at all. What we
must do is co bridge the interim period, and we
can do this by the use of LPG. ethanol, and other
fuels to supplement our existing crude oil
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resources. These fuels will carry us over until we
are extracting petrol from oil shale and from coal.
As I have said it, Australia is the "Saudi Arabia"
of the world-

Mr Pearce: Don't you think Saudi Arabia
might be the "Saudi Arabia" of the world?

Mr GRAYDEN: -as far as its non-renewable
energy resources are concerned. We are the lucky
country; so it ill-behoves the prophets of doom to
try to mislead the electorate into believing that
the development of the North-West Shelf will
exhaust the fuel resources of Australia.

I wanted to make that point because of my
concern about the type of literature that is being
disseminated in my electorate.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [3.38 p.m.]: I would
like to speak today on environmental issues as
they affect Western Australia. First of all, I wish
to put the record straight about the Labor Party
policy on environmental matters, and members
will see that our policy is quite different from the
highly emotive, poit icall1y- motivated one
attributed to us by the Minister for Industrial
Development, who always seeks to divide, hoping
that he can conquer the Labor Party. He will not
be successful in this aim.

The'Labor Party asserts that the best years are
ahead for Western Australia and that Western
Australians will have an opportunity to build a
life style reflecting the most important value of
life. The ALP sees an environment of high quality
as a fundamental human right that must be
protected by law. Our policy states that mankind
is a natural part of nature, and if society tries to
stand apart from the environment as an exploiter,
the results will be disastrous. Our party adopts
the attitude of symbiosis, recognising the
independence of mankind and human nature.

That policy really illustrates our responsibility
to protect the environment in which we live. As
little as 20 years ago people did not talk about
conservation and the environment. Gradually we
became aware of the devastation that we were
causing to our country and to this State in
particular. Our country is being ravaged, not in
the best interests of Western Australians, but
because of the greed of international companies
which take out of this country millions of dollars
of profit each year but which leave behind a
desecrated and denuded country.

We should expect a little better than that
today, and that is why so many people-not only
in Australia but also throughout the rest of the
world-are challenging Governments and saying,
"Enough is enough! We see no purpose in
economic development for economic

development's sake. If it is going to leave behind
one hell of a mess, we do not want it." The people
are protesting because they feel the situation is
basically and morally wrong.

Let us consider some of the efforts of the
present Government on the issue of the
environment. The first example which comes to
mind is the way the Government overrode the
Environmental Protection Authority when it
reported on the bauxite mining proposal. The
Government virtually said to that authority, "Go
back and alter your report so that it is more
respectable from our point of view, and so that we
can carry on bauxite mining in Western
Australia.'

It is proposed to construct at the Wagerup
refinery huge red mud ponds, 30 metres high and
covering hectares of land immediately adjacent to
the highway. This eyesore will stare us in the face
for time immemorial. These red mud ponds will
cause enormous pollution. The so-calleI d
"impervious" mud ponds which-'were installed at
Kwinana no longer are impervious; they are
leaking and leeching liquids into our water
supplies.

of course, it is a big hush-up job; nobody wants
to know about it, and the truth cannot be found.
However, I assure members if we had a
Government with the courage to take on the
companies creating this massive pollution there
would be no shadow of doubt we would find the
mud ponds at Kwinana were leaking. Therefore,
any mud ponds constructed in another area will
face the same problem in years to come;, they will
be no better than the ponds at Kwinana.

I wish to refer now to an outburst of petty
muckraking which occurred a little while ago in
this place, when the membe r for Cottesloe, by
way of a question to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment, tried to
denigrate and belittle the Conservation Council of
Western Australia. By snide remarks and
innuendo, the member for Cottesloc suggested the
council used the funds it received for political
purposes, and that its thinking on the environment
was in line with that of the Australian Labor
Party. The Minister for Conservation and the
Environment quite rightly informed him that the
question of funding the council was a national
matter, and that therefore it was not his
prerogative to comment.

Mr Hassell: It should not be financed by the
Federal Government.

Mr SKIDMORE: The member tried to suggest
it was a waste of money to provide such Funds.

Mr Hassell: Indeed it is a waste of money.
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Mr SKIDMORE: He ignores the great Dumber
of worthy people who are affiliated with the
Conservation Council and who are doing a very
good job to make Governments aware of their
responsibilities towards the environment. In fact,
the member for Cottesloc should be aware many
State public servants actively contribute to the
affairs of the council through the various
organisations to which they belong.

Mr H-assell: No-one is questioning that.
Mr SKIDMORE: The member for Cottesloe

questioned the basis on which the council was
funded. Let us examine how it is funded and on
what the money is spent. If the member for
Cottesloc reckons there was no political bias in his
question. I would like him to tell me what it was.

Mr H-assell: There is political bias in the
activities of the council.

Mr SKIDMORE: Of course there is; there
must be, because the council adopts a responsible
attitude towards the environment, similar to the
attitude adopted by the Labor Party. We are
genuinely concerned for the environment and for
the people. However, all the Government is
concerned to do is to denigrate people who care
about the environment.

Sitting suspended from 3.4S to 4.02 p.m.
Mr SKIDMORE: I wish to make a comparison

between two Liberals on the matter of
environment to show that my attack upon the
member for Cottesloc was justified in regard to
his political bias against the Conservation
Council of Western Australia. When the
Minister for Conservation and the Environment
was answering a question, I suggested that he
should take time to read the Commonwealth
Record, because had he done so he would have
been able to answer the question far better. That
record was available to the Minister, because it
was available to me from the 24th to the 30th
September. 1979.

On page 1447 of the Commonwealth Record,
Senator Webster had certain things to say about
grants to conservation organisations. Whilst
Senator Webster is obviously not of my political
persuasion, he is at least prepared to adopt a more
balanced, proper, and responsible attitude to
conservation than is the member for Cottesloe
who is interested only in human beings as beings
to be milked of every dollar they have as fast as
possible and in every way possible.

Mr Laurance: That is not very charitable.
Mr SKIDMORE: I had not intended to be

charitable; I hope it did not sound charitable; and
I hope it does not read in H-ansard as being

charitable. Senator Webster is reported as
follows-

Senator Webster said he was announcing
the grants earlier than in past years so that
conservation groups could plan their
activities, and to emphasise his appreciation
of their efforts.

There is quite a big difference between his

al titude and the attitude adopted by the member
for Cottesloe, whose only contribution to
conservation matters is to denigrate and
downgrade public-minded people who are
properly and responsibly trying to look after our
environment. Senator Webster went on as
follows-

The voluntary organisations were
particularly active in promoting public
education and awareness; they contributed
significantly to reasoned public debate; and
they provided scientific and other special
knowledge to government inquiries.

He said that about the very council in which
the member for Cottesloc can see no good. The
member for Cottesloe questioned whether the
$100000 grant to the Conservation Council of
Western Australia was worthwhile; he queried
whether the organisation was in fact a worthy
cause.

Mr Hassell: Get it right; do not twist it.
Mr SKIDMORE: The only twisting being done

is by the convulsions of the member for
Cottesloe's mind when he speaks about people
who are trying to protect our environment.

Mr H-assell: There is no reason for the
Commonwealth Government to provide funds for
their political activities.

Mr SKIDMORE: Not only is the member for
Cottesloe the type of person who does not want to
understand, but he is also the type of person who
cannot understand. He should cast his mind back
to my remarks before the afternoon tea
suspension when I told him that as far as I was
concerned, the difference between his remarks
and mine was that his were politically biased.

I agree, the political bias was deserving of the
Labor Party, because it and it alone of all
political parties was endeavouring to take care of
the environment. If that was the case, naturally
the Conservation Council of Western
Australia would likewise have a similar attitude,
otherwise it would be most hypocritical. If that
body did not support our policies there would be
justification for not granting it the $100000. As
far as I am concerned, the political bias rests with
us~and quite rightly so, because we as a party are

4048



[Thursday, 25th October, 1979]104

concerned with the environment. I doubt very
much that the Liberal Party is concerned with the
environment. In fact, I have proof which shows it
is not even remotely concerned about the
environment and where people live. It has a
complete disregard for the people involved.

Mr Hassell: Who of your party is concerned
with the environment? Is it the Bartholomnaeus
group or some other group?

Mr SKIDMORE: The great pretensions of
some politicians, even those as young as the
member for Cottesloe, astound me. By innuendo
or whatever device available, they endeavour to
get at people who express an opinion. As far as I
am concerned, I am fully aware of our
environmental platform. I am aware of the.
contributions made by many conservationists and
I am prepared to accept their word as being far
more valuable to me as a conservationist than any
remarks the member for Cottesloc is ever likely to
make.

Sir Charles Court: Are you supporting
Bartholomaeus?

Mr SKIDMORE: I would like-
Mr Williams: Answer the question.
Sir Charles Court: He wants to stop the North-

West Shelf development.
Mr Pearce: That is absolute nonsense.
Mr Laurance: Can't you read?
Mr Pearce: He is one of our candidates and he

espouses our policy.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr SKIDMORE: In view of the short time

allotted to me in the Budget debate-
Sir Charles Court interjected.
Mr SKIDMORE: I am not attempting to

escape the issue. The Premier can hot-foot it out
of the Chamber and I will discuss Mr
Bartholomaeus with him; however, I am not
prepared to do so on my time. The Premier can
have the discussion with me in his own time.

Sir Charles Court: The public are very
interested; so are the workers.

Mr Pearce: We are in favour of the North-
West Shelf project.

Mr SKIDMORE: The obvious attack on my
speaking time is typical of Government members
who Find those things which I say hit a raw nerve
and strike at their conscience. Undoubtedly they
say to themselves, "Perhaps the member for Swan
is right; perhaps we are not sufficiently
environmentally aligned: perhaps the conservation
issues should concern us."

I move on now to another subject which
concerns me, and I refer to the Canning wetlands
area. The Government proposed to take up some
of this land for a bypass road to relieve a traffic
hazard in the area. The Lynwood-Ferndale
Progress Association, together with members of
Parliament from both sides of the House,
undertook to see what they could do in an effort
to ensure the project did not go ahead. They were
concerned with the effect it would have on the
wetlands of our river system.

Goodness only knows, enough of our wetlands
have been turned into parks and rubbjish dumps
already. We do not want to have any more roads
covering these areas.

It was not only that association which was
concerned; the National Trust of Australia also
evidenced some concern. I shall quote from an
article which appeared in the Southern Focus of
September this year, as follows-

The National Trust of Australia has
formally classified 1,000 acres of the
Canning River Wetlands as essential to the
heritage of Australia. The area includes the
foreshore affected by the controversial
proposal to link Chapman and Spencer
Roads with -a new major road to relieve
traffic pressure on Albany Highway.

I go back to that very important section with
respect to the relief of traffic pressure on Albany
Highway and refer now to a further article from a
conservationist who has doubts about the validity
of the strategy now being adopted. I quote as
follows-

It straddles the river from the Riverton
Bridge to the Kewdale/Kwinana Railway
Bridge in Thornlie, and is surrounded by the
suburbs of Langford, Beckenham, Lynwood,
Ferndalc, Riverton, Wilson, Bentley "and
Cannington. The WA Branch of the Trust
says the status of 'Classified' is the highest
category of listing by the Trust.

It says it hopes that all areas so registered
"will be preserved as far as possible so that
their value as part. of our heritage may
continue for the benefit of the community of
the future."

I find for political reasons-
Mr Hassell: Is that the group which did not

make a public submission when it had the chance
to do so?

Mr SKIDMORE: I will put the member for
Cottesloe's mind completely to rest. The
submission to which he refers was made; I have it
here.
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Mr H-assell. But you were talking about the
National Trust.

Mr SKIDMORE: I was pointing out that the
National Trust held the same opinion as I did
about the wisdom of establishing roads on these
wetlands. We are not the only ones concerned. I
have another article here from which I would like
to quote. Unfortunately I cainnot identify the
article, in accordance with the practice I normally
follow. The article is headed-

Planner: Give up car ideas
I point out that Mr Johnson is the head of the
School of Environmental Design in Canberra. He
expressed his views in a book titled, The Green
City which was launched yesterday in Sydney. To
continue-

He said yesterday that with higher petrol
prices suburban residents would not be able
to afford private car commuting in 10 to 15
years.

Express bus routes should be selected, with
stops every kilometre to supplement rail.
lines, he said.

Pedestrian ways and cycle tracks should
feed into the'stopping points.

These views are expressed by a man of very high
professional repute. He suggests that the
construction of freeways to allow access to more
freeways so there is access to other freeways and
so on ad infinitum is not the answer to our traffic
problems. Spending millions of dollars in this way
is of no use. H-e does not agree with the idea of
taking away wetlands for this purpose. It appears
that this sort of planning is doomed by virtue of
the fact that the transport needs of the people are
changing. They will change drastically within the
next 10 years.

I have no doubt that if people would only read
about the problems associated with some of the
towns and cities in America which have flyovers,
flyu nders, Overpasses, u nderpasses, and
throughways, etc., they would realise that they
have one great mess. Their traffic is chaotic and
they now realise that it is not the answer to so-
called progress.

I wish to show my concern for the environment
and the concern also of people who wish to protect
their environment. The Dwellingup Progress
Association is attempting to have a three-
kilometre zone around the townsite. of Dwellingup
in which mining is prohibited. I was advised by
letter from the secretary of that association that a
special meeting was to be held at the community
hotel on the 30th August, 1979. The agenda
shows that the Minister for Conservation and the

Environment was to speak on the Government's
decision regarding the Dwellingup Progress
Association's request for a three kilomnetre green
belt around Dwellingup.

On the 25th July the same organisation sent a
letter to the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment. It reads in part as follows-

After completion of a meeting with the
Hon. Andrew Mensaros in Perth 13th
September, 1978 at which a submission (find
enclosed a copy) was presented to the
Minister supporting the retention of a
Greenbelt around Dwellingup ....

The letter then goes on to say-
,...Mr Shalders informed the Delegates

from the Dwellingup Progress Association
attending the meeting that you would
personally like to visit Dwellingup to address
our Association.

So they were to have their local member and the
Minister for Industrial Development present to
listen to what they had to say. I quote further as
follows-

The particular matter our Association
would like to raise is the Associations request
for a three kilometer unmined forest
greenhelt. Additionally we are concerned
about the adverse environmental effects of
the proposed damning of the Murray River
with relation to the occupiers and holders of
property who are likely to be affected.

So the scenario of the meeting was sent to those
persons I mentioned and also to Mr Neil McNeill,
and Mr Pratt.

A letter from the association to Alcoa also
evidences concern about the mining processes
interfering with the life style of the residents. The
letter to the manager of the mines, reads in part
as follows-

Our Association is concerned at the
increased blast effect being felt in
Dwellingup from your companies operations
at Marrinup.

The letter goes on to indicate that one of the
residents was subjected to a degree of blasting
noise which was quite unreasonable and
unnecessary, This resident was well away from
the Dwellingup townsite.

A letter from the association dated the I1Ith
June to the Director, Occupational Health, Clean
Air and Noise Abatement, read in part as
follows-

The lDwellingup Progress Association has
received your letter 1st June, 1979 with some
relief.

4050



[Thursday, 25th October. 1979] 45

The letter then requested that a copy of the report
submitted to the department by Alcoa of
Australia Limited be forwarded to the
association.

In a letter to the chief engineer of Alcoa, dated
the 28th June, 1979, the Dwellingup Progress
Association stated as follows-

The Dwellingup Progress Association
agreed to attend last nights meeting with the
local management of ALCOA to discuss
current blast effect an machinery noise being
experienced in Dwellingup, from your
company's operations at Marrinup with a
view to obtaining a reduction in these effects.

The last paragraph of its letter is quite significant
because it indicates the hard-line attitude of the
company with regard to the rights of people to
live in Dwellingup unfettered by the results of
bauxite mining. It reads-

We are therefore disappointed that you
expressed the desire at last nights meeti .ng
that your company wishes to mine within our
proposed "Greenbelt" area and have not
undertaken long term planning to exclude
mining from this zone as was requested by
our association at a meeting with Mr Colin
Agnew in Dwellingup on 22 September.
1978.

On the 5th July, 1979, a letter was written to the
Director of the Occupational Health, Clean Air
and Noise Abatement. The association stated its
disappointment and asked for a reasonable buffer
zone to be provided around Dwellingup, that is, a
three kilometre unmined forest "greenbelt".
Surely, with all the areas of bauxite, this
rapacious company could mine away from the
three kilometre area requested. Surely this green
belt is not too much to ask for, but did the
association receive any conciliatory action from
the company? Did the company send someone to
look to see what could be done? No way, in the
wide, wide world. The company would mine right
under one's doorstep if it thought there was an
ounce of bauxite there. It would do what it could
to resume the property and pay the person off and
shove him out of Dwellingup. That is the attitude
of this company.

I had the occasion to attend an Alcoa functi on
and magnificent slides were shown of the
company's efforts to make the areas good. It
showed ways in which people would not be hurt
etc. When the slides finished I was asked what I
thought. I said it was horrendous and that all the
company was concerned about and all the slides
showed was what it was doing to repair the

damage which had been done to our environment.
I said I was not at all impressed.

Mr H-assell: Your hatred for the company is
showing.

Mr SKIDMORE: My hatred shows because
the company is not sympathetic to the desires of
human beings who wish to live in peace.

Mr Shalders: Why not ask the farmers about
the assistance Alcoa gave them after cyclone
"Alby" and the assistance they were given for the
pre-primary centre?

Mr SKIDMORE: The member can put
forward all those things; he can put forward all
the millions of dollars if he thinks he has an
answer.

Mr Hassell: You cannot contain your hatred.
Mr SKIDMORE: I say to the member for

Murray that all that means is that it is a buy-off.
Surely it is not too much to ask that the

company will not mine within three kilometres of
the Dwellingup post office. Surely that is not too
much to ask. If that were done some of the hatred
I have for the company would disappear.

Several members interjected.
Mr SKIDMORE: I am talking about the rights

of people to live in peace.
Mr Shalders: If a referendum were taken in

Dwellingup it would be found that the majority of
the people were completely satisfied with the
company's operations.

Mr SKIDMORE: Unfortunately the great
misunderstanding of people's rights is that they
are always equated on a majority decision.
Because 500 people say they are happy to live in
Dwellingup and the area is being mined within
one kilometre of the town, does not mean it is all
right. If one little human being likes to stay
unhampered and unfettered by the mining
industry, is he wrong? What right have we to
determine the attitude of one human being who
wishes to live in peace? Maybe I am an idealist
who looks at the matter in a different light from
others. I will continue to believe in the rights of
an individual. Many Parliaments fail to recognise
the rights of the minority. Perhaps that is why the
minority groups are raising their voices so loudly
and Strongly. Most governments do not recognise
the minority point of view. I do not subscribe to
that point of view.

I will refer to another matter concerning the
environment; that is the much maligned
Conservation Council of Western Australia.

On the 27th August, 1979, the Conservation
Council of Western Australia Inc. wrote to the
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Minister for Conservation and the Environment,
with regard to the Avon Descent. The council
took the Minister to task about the management
policy of the National Parks Authority. I will
read parts of the letter as follows-

Section 1.1.2 of the management policies
of the National Parks Authority states-

"The purpose of National Parks is to
preserve for all time, scenic beauty.
wilderness, native wildlife; indigenous
plant lire and areas of scientific
importance while also providing for the
appreciation and enjoyment of these
things by the public in such ways and by
such means as will leave them for future
generations as little impaired as
possible" We find it inconsistent with
this policy that a considerable area of
river bank in the Avon Valley National
Park was bulldozed to allow easier
access for Avon Descent competitors.

Obviously it does not matter whether erosion
takes place and it does not matter about the
desecration of the trees and shrubs that grow
along the river. It appears we want people to get
into the river so that they can go down in what
was originally a commercial undertaking of the
news media and the TV stations. There were
sponsors encouraging people to put their power
boats in the river so they could show a long film
with firms' names painted on the sides of the
boats. The council was most concerned about this.
The letter reads further as follows-

Section 3.6.2 of the policy states in part-
"Animal life in National Parks will be

protected against . . . . harassment and
harm through human action"

The council suggests that ovcr 100 power boats
together with trail bikes, four-wheel drive
vehicles, police cars and so on make all the racket
in the world and are a harassment to the animal
life, especially species living close to the river.

Mr Hassell: This occurs once a year.
Mr SKIDMORE: The member for Cottesloe

shows his insensitivity.
Mr Hassell: What about areas for people who

want to take part in the Avon Descent? Haven't
they any rights?

Mr SKIDMORE: They have all the right in the
world. There is a Minister in this House who has
the responsibility to preserve the upper teaches of
the Swan River by imposing a speed limit of eight
kilometres an hour.

I personally did not observe, from the Guildford
Bridge, that any of the boats in that particular

descent were travelling at less than the speed
limit. However, I saw that many canoeists going
down the river were observing the speed limit and
were not doing any harm to the environment or
the river banks. I do not mind power boats going
up the Swan River but I very much mind their
using the river purely for commercial purposes
and not in the course of a recreational activity.

Mr H-assell: That is what bugs you most of all:
they have a commercial purpose. They might
make a profit. How dreadful!

Mr SKIDMORE: It is not at all dreadful that
commercial people make a profit. What I am
saying is they should not destroy for commercial
purposes areas of the environment which can be
protected.

Mr Tonkin: They are just money hungry.
Mr SKIDMORE: I accept that in our system

commercial undertakings must make a profit.
Thai is the system we are hooked into but I do not
see why the environment should be destroyed.

Mr Hassell: How is it being destroyed by the
Avon Descent once a year? Are you suggesting it
destroys the environment of the Avon valley?

Mr SKIDMORE: Yes, I am. If the honourable
member cares to come with me one day I will
show him the erosion being caused by speed boats
on the Swan River.

Mr Hassell: What has that to do with the Avon
Descent?

Mr SKIDMORE: One or two boats a day in
the upper reaches of the Swan River would do no
harm, but the wash of many boats day after day
causes erosion to take place. I suggest the member
for Cottesloe read the reports of the Waterways
Commission.

Mr Hassell: You were talking about the upper
reaches of the Avon valley. You have now slipped
down into one little section. You were talking
about the destruction of the valley by a few people
who go down once a year in the Avon Descent.

Mr SKIDMORE: To put the record straight
for the member for Cottesloe, a portion of the
bank of the Avon valley was bulldozed to make an
overnight stopping place for those people.

Mr Hassell: So what?
Mr SKIDMORE: If that is not destruction of

the Avon valley-
Mr Hassell: So what?
Mr SKIDMORE: I wish the member for

Cottesloe would be quiet. He is the most irritating
person.

Several members interjected.
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Mr H-assell: It shows up the stupidity of what
you are saying.

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 am not like the member for
Cottesloc, who prefers to make his speeches
sitting down.

In the time remaining to me I want to mention
a matter which is connected with the remarks
made by the member for South Perth in relation
to energy resources. Recently the Australian
Labor Party's minerals, energy, and jobs seminar
was addressed by Mr Hukey D. Johnson, the
Californian Secretary of Resources, who outlined
his State's strategy for a non-nuclear future based
on renewable and low-capital intensive energy
resources, departing drastically from traditional
energy technology. I will not quote the whole of
his address but I want to refer to some parts of it
which are very important and of which we, as
legislators, should take notice.

Mr Johnson described several alternative
energy resources which California is now using.
The Californian climate is very similar to our
own, so parallels can be drawn. The alternatives
include the production of gas, methane, oils and
alcohol fuels from plants, which could meet 25
per cent of the State's energy needs. The member
for South Perth is not so far off line on the
question of energy conservation, after all. The
report of Mr Johnson's address States-'

A major reafforestation programme had
been started to provide suitable wood fuels
for the future.

Four landfill rubbish dumps were being
used to produce methane at the rate of three
million cubic feet a day.

We on this side of the House have tried to
institute a statutory authority to control the
wanton waste of resources by shires in t he land-
fill method of rubbish disposal, but to no avail.
However, it still stands in the platform of our
party. I believe that is the only way we can
achieve what the State of California is now
achieving. To continue-

Three food processors Were producing
steam and electricity from processing waste.

Twelve lumber mills used their own
woodwastes to produce electricity.

We are led to believe that our wood waste goes
into wood chips for export. I will not pursue the
question of whether that is a statement of fact. To
continue-

Up to 25 million BTU of energy per day
was produced from gas processed from
municipal sewerage.

I have no doubt the Minister for Industrial
Development is well aware of the possibilities of
treating sewer gas for use as energy. They are
some of the alternatives; there are others. Mr
Johnson went on to say-

Big business and big utilities steam-
rollered the American public on the issues of
nuclear power, For thirty years they seemed
to be an overpowering alignment whose
determination to continue the development of
this wasteful, hazardous and unneeded
technology, was unshakeable.

It is filtmly entrenched in the min ds of the
American people, and particularly the
Californians, that that is the only way to meet
energy requirements. To continue-

Now however, for all practical purposes,
nuclear power in California is dead.
Furthermore, in the rest of the United States
it can best be described as moribund.

But if nuclear power is dead, it will be
sometime before the body is buried.
Altogether, we have 72 operating nuclear
plants in the United States, three of which
are now operating in California.
Realistically, we cannot close these down
without causing serious economic
dislocations.

What we can do however, is forego further
construction and begin to phase out those
monuments to mis-direct progress as soon as
possible.

Mr Mensaros: You misrepresent the position if
you say that is the policy of California. It is not at
all. It is equivalent to your going to California
and stating the policy of Western Australia.

Mr SKIDMQRE: Like all his ilk, the Minister
is inclined to be carried away with verbosity when
stating his party's position. At no time did I say
that was the official Californian position. I said
this person, who is the Californian Secretary of
Resources, has made these statements, and they
are substantiated by the closing down of nuclear
power plants in California and elsewhere in the
United States. If the Minister tells me there have
been no closures of nuclear plants in America in
recent years, the documentation I get from
America is entirely wrong.

Mr Mensaros: I also bet the Californian
nuclear plants will not be closed down.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have already indicated that
the writer or the article says realistically the
plants cannot be closed down. I read that. The
Minister should £0 back to sleep.
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I think I have shown in no uncertain fashion
that we on this side of the House and the
Australian Labor Party nationally have a great
record in environmjent and conservation issues,
notwithstanding the humiliation heaped on us as a
party in regard to what some of our members may
or may not do in other avenues. We as a party
intend to continue to protect the environment.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the
Sitting, on motion by Mr Watt.

(Continued on next page).

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

BILLS (4): RETURNED
I . Agriculture and Related Resources

Protection Act Amendment Bill.
2. Medical Act Amendment Bill.
3. Local Government Act Amendment Bill

(No. 3).
4. Family Court Act Amendment and Acts

Repeal Bill.
Bills returned from the Council without

amendment.

CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr O'Neil (Deputy Premier), read a first
time.

PERTH THEATRE TRUST BILL
Second Reading

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Deputy Premier)
(5.31 p.mn.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Bill before the House establishes a body
which will, subject to the Minister, be reponsible
for the general administration of theatres
presently owned or controlled by the Government,
together with any other venues which, from
time to time, may be vested in it.

The trust, in the discharge of its
responsibilities, may make recommendations to
the Minister involving leasing and management
contracts, or recommend any other form of
management which may be appropriate to a
particular venue, and will be able to co-ordinate
the use of all publicly-owned theatre facilities and
provide for the proper management and
maintenance of those facilities.

The composition of the trust is determined in
clause 5 of the Bill. There will be seven trustees,
to be appointed by the Governor, four of whom
shall be persons nominated by the Minister and
three to be nominated by the Perth City Council
from amongst the members or officers of that
council. The chairman of the trust will be
appointed from amongst the four ministerial
nominees to the body.

Provision has been made in the subaclauses of
clause 5 for the alternative appointment of
trustees should the Perth City Council fail, for
any reason, to notify the names of its nominees
within a specified time. The subclauses of the
same clause also set out the terms of office of
trustees and the conditions they must satisfy in
order to continue to hold office.

The powers, functions, authorities and duties of
the trust are enumerated in clauses I5 and 16,
and in particular, include the functions of
encouraging, fostering, and promoting the use of
all theatres vested in or leased to the trust.

Those functions include the trust's
responsibility for the care; control, management,
maintenance, and improvement of the various
theatres.

The trust also will be responsible for advising
the Minister on the making of contracts for the-
management of trust theatres, and recommending
policies for the letting and operation of trust
theatres, and of the facilities and spaces related to
those theatres.

Other clauses in the Bill cover the trust's right
to employ staff, to make use of the services of
public servants, to establish committees for
special purposes, and its financial responsibilities.

I reiterate that this Bill satisfies the
Government's undertaking to make proper
provision for the control and operation of public
theatres in Perth, and that the creation of the
trust will result in the proper co-ordination of the
use and management of these facilities.

In introducing this legislation, the Government
records its appreciation for the co-operation
received from the Lord Mayor, councillors and
officers of the City of Perth.

Over many months, discussions have been held
to establish a basis on which the council would
agree to the Perth Concert Hall coming within
the responsibility of the proposed trust.

These exchanges have been mutually
rewarding, and results of the discussions are
reflected in the Bill.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Pearce.
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APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR WAIT (Albany) [5.35 p.m.J: I welcome
this opportunity to make what I hope will be a
brief contribution to the debate. This is, perhaps,
the most important part of any parliamentary
year-the introduction of the Budget.

I would like to go on record as saying I think
once again it is a line Budget. It is particularly
fine in one or two principal areas; they are of
particular benefit to the rural community and I
will comment on them.

The record of the Treasurer in achieving a
balanced Budget over the last five years is
commendable. It was announced recently that
during the last year Western Australia achieved
the lowest rate of inflation of any State in the
Commonwealth. That also is a creditable
reflection on the economic management of this
State over the past year.

An examination of the Budget shows that
although the projected increase in expenditure is
only 12.1 per cent, in some of the key areas
expenditure over and above that rate is planned
for the coming year. For example, one of the
sensitive areas in State budgeting is education,
and to be able to increase education funds by 13.9
per cent is a reflection of considerable credit.

Other areas of concern include a 13.5 per cent
increase in spending on police and the Road
Traffic Authority, and that is worth while. Some
of the matters to which I will refer, and which
relate to country areas include, firstly, the
honouring of the commitment by the Government
to abolish death duties. Whilst the abolition of
death duties might not affect my electors.
specifically, as much as it does those people living
in rural areas, it certainly has an indirect effect.
The economic climate in Albany is very much
affected by the economics of the farming
community who live in the surrounding area.

One of the most important considerations in the
Budget which will affect towns such as
Albany-and I believe this will apply to most
regional centres-is the 20 per cent increase in
the basic exemption level for the payment of pay-
roll tax. I am one of the many members in this
Parliament-and that would probably include the
Premier-who would like to see pay-roll tax
abolished completely. However, we have to regard
pay-roll tax as something which will remain for
the time being at least, but it is encouraging to

observe a reduction in the number of small
businessmen who will be subject to pay-roll tax
during the next year.

I am particularly pleased with-and I
welcome-the initiative to increase front 25 per
cent to 50 per cent the rebate available to
pensioners on local government, water, and
sewerage rates. Most people regard that as a most
meaningful contribution to our senior citizens,
and something which is realistic in the present
economic climate.

Most of my comments will relate, in the main,
to decentralisation. During the Address-in- Reply
debate, and while speaking on the subject of
decentralisation, I mentioned the Government
Stores. The member for Geraldton recently was
given coverage in The West Australian in an
article in which it was stated that he proposed
what was purported to be a new idea-that the
Government Stores Department should be
decentralised throughout Western Australia by
sections being established in major regions.

During the Address-in-Reply debate, in
August, I put forward that proposition and, in
fact, I went further and. suggested that the
Government Stores Department and Education
Supplies should be combined into the one service,
not just in the country regions, but also in the
metropolitan area. I made the point that
originally these two Government bodies operated
as one, and they were separated into two areas to
provide for a more efficient operation. From
information provided to me it has now been
decided by some people in positions of
responsibility that savings could be effected with
the combination of the two services, making them
the one organisation.

Today, the member for Geraldton asked the
Treasurer, what progress had been made, or
whether any progress had been made in
decentralising the Government Stores
Department. Hie asked whether the Government
was considering the proposal. The reply from the
Treasurer stated that the proposal was the subject
of study by the Treasury and the Government
Stores Department, and a report had been
requested regarding the cost involved.

I had received a letter from the Premier earlier
which advised me that the Government had been
looking at the practicality of establishing
branches of the Government Stores Department
in various country locations. The letter stated that
the matter was the subject of a fairly extensive
review by an interdepartmental committee, and
that the recommendations of that committee were
currently under consideration. The letter stated
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there could be a distinct advantage and it
now the task of the Government to assess
advantages or disadvantages involved in
implementation of such a move.

was
the
the

This is a project which is very important to me,
and one on which I have been working for a
couple of years. So, I would not like the member
for Geraldton to think the proposal was some new
idea of his.

Another problem I would like to mention
relates to housing in some country regions. In
particular I will refer to those many civil servants
who are required, in the course of their
employment, to live in towns away from the
metropolitan area.

Most of them join a particular Government
department in the metropolitan area, obtain their
training, and when they have some expertise they
are required to serve in a country area. In Albany,
in particular, many people are involved and they
include the police and Road Traffic patrolmen,
people in the Department of Agriculture, the
Education Department, the Crown Law
Department, the Public Works Department, the
Main Roads Department, the State Energy
Commission, the Public Health Department, the
Department for Community Welfare, and others.

In the main those people are what I will
describe-at the risk of being misunderstood-as
being middle-class people. Some of them are
professional. Most of those people own their own
homes in the metropolitan area and, in general.
those homes are of a fairly good standard in some
of the more desirable suburbs. It sometimes
comes as a shock to those people when they arrive
in a country town and find they are asked to live
in small, almost inferior, types of homes in a
location which has very little to commend it.

The Government owes it to these people to have
a close look at the policy of the Government
Employees' Housing Authority. It should consider
the location of the houses it purchases, and also, it
should ensure that they are maintained to a
reasonable standard. When new houses are being
purchased, even if it meant the outlay of a little
More money, they should be close to the standard
of the homes the employees are asked to leave to
serve the Government in country areas.

In many cases the unsuitable GEHA housing
leads to another problem and I would like to
describe this to the House. Sometimes when a
public servant is asked to move into a house that
is too small for his family's needs or not up to the
standard of the house he has left, he will purchase
a home for his family to live in. Frequently this
entails a second mortgage, and the employee is at

a' considerable disadvantage. He then incurs a
very severe penalty when it comes to tax return
Lime. He must declare the rent of the house he
has left in the metropolitan area as additional
income but he is not entitled to any deduction for
the money it costs him to pay off a second house
in a country area or indeed for rent paid. This is
an anomaly which ought not be allowed to
continue. The people concerned are permitted to
claim deductions for rates and taxes they pay on
the houses, but that is all.

In my opinion only the difference in income
ought to attract taxation. Let us say, for instance,
that a person is receiving $45 a week by way of
rent for his house in Perth, and that he is paying
$30 a week either to rent a house in Albany or to
pay off a mortgage. HeI should be required to pay
taxation only on the difference; that is, $15 a
week. In the case of a person whd is purchasing a
second house, at least the interest he pays on the
mortgage ought to be tax deductible.

I hope the Treasurer will be prepared to take
up this matter with the Commonwealth
Government to see whether people in these
circumstances can be assisted. Although I have
referred to civil servants, the same situation
applies frequently to bank officers, insurance
representatives, and various other people who are
employed in country areas.

I would like to discuss now the problem of
apprentices in country areas; another group of
people who are disadvantaged. Recently I became
involved in a situation concerning plumbers.
These men were not apprentices, they were
qualified tradesmen. However, because of changes
in the regulations governing the issuing of
licences, they were required to undertake
additional studies. The plumbers attended night
school for two or three nights a week for a year.
They made considerable personal sacrifices to
undertake the course, only to find they were
required to travel to Perth to take the
examination. There were a number of different
subjects, and each examination was held on a
different day. So these men lost a week's earnings
and, in addition, they had to pay their
accommodation and travelling expenses. Surely
the examinations in regard to trade training could
be extended into the regions. Even if it were
necessary to have two or three examiners, it would
be far preferable for the examiners to travel to
country towns.

Members may remember that last year I
referred to the difficulties facing television and
radio apprentices in the Albany region. These lads
had to come to Perth to take part in what is called
block release training. I have now learnt that for
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some reason or other people apprenticed to the
printing industry are required to spend eight
weeks a year in Perth undergoing block release
trainiuig-the eight weeks being divided into four
two-week periods. Obviously this situation creates
difficulties for the apprentices and for their
employers.

Apprentices who reside in the metropolitan
area can obtain this training by attending an
appropriate technical college one day a week. This
means the employer has continuity of work from
his apprentice. However, in the case of an
employer in a country area, he must try to
arrange his work pattern so that he can supply a
service while his apprentice is away four times a
year. Of course, the apprentice has four weeks'
annual leave also, so that means the employer i s
paying him for working 75 per cent of the year.

The apprentice himself is faced with additional
expenses. A subsidy by way of a living-away-
from-home allowance is paid to him but this
amounts to only $20 a week for a first-year
apprentice, $17.50 a week for a second-year
apprentice, and $15 a week for a third-year
apprentice.

An apprentice who chooses to travel to Perth by
public transport is given a travel warrant by the
Government. This allows free travel by bus to
Perth but it also means the apprentice has no
transport while in Perth; he must use public
transport for which no subsidy is available, If an
apprentice chooses to drive to Perth himself, he
cannot convert the travel warrant to cash to
supplement his travel expenses. So these
apprentices suffer considerable disadvantage
because of additional living and travelling costs. I
would like the Minister for Labour and Industry
to take up this matter with the trade training
authorities, firstly, to see whether the system of
block release training for apprentices can be
altered, and secondly, to see whether the subsidy
for accommodation and transport can be
increased to a realistic level for all apprentices.

I would like to touch briefly on the
unemployment situation. I cannot pretend that
the employment situation in Albany is good: we
have been through a difficult period. Within the
last year the Cheynes Beach Whaling Co. Ltd.
closed down throwing more than a hundred
people out of work; then Southern Ocean Fish
Processors Pty. Ltd. also ceased to operate. Of
course, Thomas Borthwick & Sons abattoir shut
down at the end of the season, and with all these
closures coming one on topi of the other, it created
an air oF despondency and gloom in the
community.

It is quite encouraging to see that for the umonth
ended the 28th September this year-the latest
figures which are available-unmployment in
the Albany district dropped to 4.37 per cent
which, when considered against the overall
unemployment situation can be regarded as fairly
satisfactory.

Mr Shalders: Despite the fact that the
conservationists mucked up the whaling industry.

Mr WATT: That could well beso. Included in
that figure are 166 Aborigines, many of whom I
would describe-I make the point it is me who is
describing them in this way-as unemployable. I
have had discussions with employment of 'ficers
who have told me some of these people are
suffering from permanent disabilities; many have
drink problems, and others have unsatisfactory
work records. Employers look at their work
history and, finding they are not prepared to stay.
will not employ them. No employer wants to
appoint someone to a permanent position when he
is likely to leave at the drop of a hat; he wants his
workers to be reliable and available.

An interesting situation has arisen as the result
of an advertisement for about 20 employees to
staff a new nursing home which is to be opened
shortly in Albany. The proprietors of the nursing
home asked the Commonwealth Employment
Service to process applications for about 20
employees and -received some 200 applications.
The interesting point is that many of those
applicants were not previously registered as
unemployed, or seeking employment. The
advertisement for 20-odd jobs has had a net
adverse result on the unemployment figures for
the Albany region in that many of these people
have now registered with the CES as being
unemployed when, apparently, up to this time
they have been content to sit at home, or have
been in other jobs. I do not know where they came
from.

The future prospects for the Albany area are
very promising; there is a great deal of optimism
in the town. As I mentioned, the nursing home is
to provide about 20 jobs. In addition, the factory
previously occupied by Southern Ocean Fish
Processors hopefully soon will house a new owner.
It is the subject of negotiations on the part of the
receiver-manager at the moment. When those
negotiations come to fruition and a new industry
is established, the employment prospects in the
town will improve even further.

I now wish to speak on the provision of essential
services. There is a tendency for small holdings to
be established in the outer suburban areas of
regional towns such as Albany, and this has led to
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what I believe is an anomalous situation in the
provision of essential services.

I understand that some years ago when the
State Energy Commission was requested to
connect a service to a property, the entire cost of
the operation would be charged to the person
concerned, no matter what the distance. That
would be his bad luck. In addition, he would
receive no'refunds as other consumers came onto
the system. That was a cost he had to bear if he
wanted the service.

Now, the State Energy Commission adopts
what I consider to be a more realistic
arrangement wherein a set rate per pole is
charged for connection. When other consumers
build premises or occupy property between the
point last served and the new connection, the
person who was asked to pay for the extension
receives proportional refunds until his entire cost
is refunded.

It seems that the Public Works Department
operated a similar system, but now has changed
to a situation where it requires the person
concerned to pay the entire cost of an extension.
The PWD estimates the cost of laying a pipe and
then estimates the revenue it will receive over a 40
year period, using current rates. This is deducted
from the cost of the extension, and the per-son
requiring the service is charged the difference.

It would not matter if in the following week,
month or year whether half a dozen new
connections were made on the new sertiice which
was installed-, those new installations would be
made at no cost to the people, and the person
furtherest away would be required to carry the
entire cost.

This need not be a charge to the Government.
It is simply a matter of sharing the cost among
those who receive the service. I believe the present
costing arrangement does not provide proper
equity for the people, and I urge the Minister to

reform that system and get back to a similar
system to that operated by the SEC, and which
used to be used by the PWD.

I conclude my remarks by referring again to
the nursing home which has been established in
Albany and which should be admitting its first
patients in the next week or so. For the past two
or three years, we have been battling and
negotiating to try to have established in Albany a
nursing home of some type; it has been a fairly
difficult exercise.

I am pleased to say that a firm by the name of
Albany Convalescent Hospitals Pty. Limited has
completed construction of an establishment
known as "Glencraig Nursing Home". It will fill
a very vital need, not just in the town of Albany,
but also in the entire region.

It is rather tragic when old folk reach a stage of
their lives when they are no longer able to care for
themselves, and when their families are unable to
care for them, and need to be hospitalised in a
nursing home to receive full nursing care. It will
be a wonderful thing for the old people of Albany
to be able to remain where they belong, to stay in
Albany where their friends and relative6 live. It
will be a great comfort to these old folk.

In the past, the belief has been that Albany is a
town of elderly and retired folk, so much so that

-even I was surprised to learn that the latest census
revealed Albany's population makeup is about the
same as the rest of Australia. I considered it
would have been possible for Albany to have more
than its share of pensioners and retired people
living in the town.

With those comments, I indicate my very
strong support for the Budget. I feel quite
confident that next year the Treasurer once again
will be able to present a balanced Budget.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Laurence.

House adjourned at 16.04 p.m.

4059



[Thursday, 25th October, 1979] 45

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

1896. This question was postponed,

ROAD

Manning Road
1934. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Transport:

(1) Is there a badly designed bend in
Manning Road just past the off-ramp
(opposite the Manning Hotel)?

(2) (a) Have the engineers of the Main
Roads Department been instructed
to redesign this section;

(b) if not, why not?
(3) Do accidents occur daily on this

bend-many of them being of a serious
nature?

(4) Are the residents often tense because of
the incidence of unpleasant accidents?

(5) Can he give an assurance to have this
matter rectified as soon a8 possible?

Mr RUSH-TON replied:
(1) Yes; the curve is situated near the

Edgecumbe Road-Manning Road "T"
junction.

(2) (a) No.
(b) Manning Road is under the control

of the South Perth City Council.
(3) In the past 12 months, there have been

six reported accidents to which the curve
could have contributed.

(4) This information is not available to the
Main Roads Department.

(5) 1 will arrange for an investigation as to
whether additional signs are necessary.
As the road is the responsibility of the
local authority. 1 suggest he raises the
question of the design with that body.

ROAD: KWINANA FREEWAY
.Extension: Ramp

1935. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Transport:

Can he inform the House when the
ramp for vehicles to gain access to the
river at the Canning Bridge extension of
the Freeway-
(a) will be commenced;
(b) will be completed?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
Construction of the Cloister Avenue
Bridge is planned to-
(a) commence in April, 1980;
(b) be completed in December, 1980.

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT
Work Force, and Number Uniemplayed

1936. Mr MacICINNON, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) What has been the estimated number of

people in the civilian work force in
Western Australia as at the 30th June,
1974 to the 30th June, 1979 inclusive?

(2) What has been the estimated population
in Western Australia from the 30th
June, 1974 to the 30th June, 1979
inclusive?

(3) What is the number of migrants who
have entered Australia, and what
percentage of the total Australian
migrant/refugee intake does this
represent for each year ended the 30th
June, 1974 to the 30th June, 1979
inclusive?

(4) What is the estimated number of people
from other State s and New Zealand
registered as unemployed for the first
time in Western Australia in each of the
last 12 months?

Mrs Craig (for Mr O'CONNOR) replied:
Persons

(1) August 1974 500400
August 1975 521 100
August 1976 540600
August 1977 552500
August 1978 555400
August 1979 567 100
(Figures have been revised from 1971 to
1979 for the month of August).

Western
Year Australia

*(2) June 30 1974 Ill17400
June 30 1975 1 146700
June 30 1976 1 169800
June 30 1977 1 197 100
June 30 1978 1 222 300
June 30 1979 1 236 600
(Source: Australian Bureau of
Statistics)
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(3) The number of settler arrivals have
been: Total Migrants

(including
Year refugees)
June3O 1974 112712
June 30 1975 89 147
June 30 1976 52748
June 30 1977 73 189
June 30 197$ 75 732
June 30 1979 68 749
(Source: 1973-74 to 1975-76-
Australian Bureau of Statistics
1976-77 to 1978-79-Department of
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs.)

(4) October 1978 230
November 1978 197
December 1978 157
January 1979 238
February 1979 210
March 1979 199
April 1979 199
May 1979 188
June 1979 N/A
July 1979 N/A
August 1979 128
September 1979 157
Above figures have been prepared on an
average weekly basis. No figures are
available for June and July 1979 due to
an industrial dispute.
(Source: Commonwealth Department of
Employment and Youth Affairs.)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT:
INDUSTRIAL LANDS DEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY
Meru Estate

1937. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Industrial
Development:

(1) With regard to the purchase and
development of the Meru industrial
estate by the Industrial Lainds
Development Authority, when was the
land purchased?

(2) What area was purchased?
(3) What was the cost per hectare?
(4) How much of the land has been sold so

far?
(5) What is the current price being asked

for land at the estate?
(6) What services are provided to land

purchased at Merut estate?
(7) Has the land been developed and sold at

cost or has the Industrial Lands
Development Authority made a profit?

(8) If a profit is being made, will he outline
the policy of the Industrial Lands
Development Authority regarding profit
levels?

(9) Have blocks been bought in the
mistaken belier that they were fully
serviced?

(TO) What action is proposed to either
compensate purchasers for being misled
or to ensure that future purchasers are
not misled?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

June, 1974.
324.092 4 ha.
Land only: $322 per ha.
143.152 2 ha.

(5) (i) Small and medium sized lots, non-
rail-served: $5 000 per ha.

(ii) Rail-served lots: $7 200 per ha.

(6) Roads and water.
Rail service will be provided on request
to those lots suitably located, at no
additional cost.

(7) The land has been sold at a price which
incorporates a margin above cost.

(8) Prices are generally based on cost. A
margin is normally incorporated to fund
the acquisition and development of
further industrial land in the area to
replace the land sold. This is an
accepted financing practice designed to
ensure that funds are available to cover
future development, the cost of which
naturally rises with inflation.

(9) a nd ( 10) The lots are serviced by the
authority to the maximum extent within
its power. The connection of electricity
to industrial users is always a matter for
arrangement between the SEC and the
consumer. Potential purchasers are
made aware of this practice.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Merut Industrial Estate

1938. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Will he please explain the Government's
policy concerning charging for
connection of power to Industrial Lands
Development Authority Land at the
Meru industrial estate?
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(2) Why must a business that requires only
a small input of power be responsible for
the cost of installation of a large
transformer which is possibly not needed
at present, but which may be needed in
future as other businesses locate in the
area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The charges for extending power
throughout the commission's
interconnected system is related to the
anticipated revenue to be derived from
the respective connection.
This policy applies at Meru industrial
estate and has been recently explained to
the shire president and officers when
visiting the Energy Commission's head
office on Wednesday, the 24th October,
1979.

(2) The transformer charge is related to the
customers demand and should an
oversize. transformer be installed
because of expected developments, the
surplus capacity is funded by the
commission.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Generation Cost: Payment by Consumer

1939. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:,

(1) Does the State Energy Commission have
a new or near new policy by which the
cost of power generation has to be paid
by a consumer when a new level of
generation is required?

(2) If "Yes", how long has this policy been
in effect?

(3) If "Yes" to (1), how many times has the
policy been used in practice so far?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) and (2) The commission's extension
policies were last modified in October,
1978 and were widely publicised at that
time.

(3) All new connections made since that
time have been made in accordance with
the new policies.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Leeuwin-Naturalisre Ridge: Dieback
1940. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for

Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Further to question 2536 of 1978, does

the National Parks Authority intend to
make special reference to the problem of
dieback infestation in its proposed
management plan for the Leeuwin-
Naturaliste national park?

(2) (a) Has the extent and degree of
dieback infestation in the Leeuwin-
Naturaliste national park yet been
surveyed;

(b) if not, is such a survey intended?
(3) While it is acknowledged that Reserve

No. 21629 at Meelup is under the
control of a local authority, since it is
virtually contiguous with the national
park, and considering the rather unique
character and recreational and probable
biological importance, does the
Environmental Protection Authority
consider that, where possible, relevant
Government authorities should assist the
Busselton Shire Council in assessing the
extent of dieback infestation and
advising the council on measures to
control its spread?

Mrs Craig (for MrT O'CONNOR) replied:
(1) Yes. The management plan is still under

consideration, but special reference will
be made in it to the subject of dieback.

(2) (a) No.
(b) Yes, the National Parks Authority

in association with the Forests
Department.

(3) The assistance of relevant Government
authorities is always available on
request.
The Department of Conservation and
Environment will be happy to assist the
local authority if it so requests.

194 1. This question was postponed.

MINING: IRON ORE
Hamersicy Range National Park

1942. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Mines:,

(1) Further to part (4)(b) of question 2518
of 1978, considering that-
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(a) the new Mining Act now provides
for approval of mining tenements in
national parks outside the south-
west merely by the Minister for
Mines and not authorisation by the
Governor as under the Mining Act
of 1904; and

(b) Parliament has also passed
legislation ratifying agreement for
iron ore mining in the Hamerslcy
Range national park,

why is it not desirable to have the
1-amersley Range national park
extended over vacant Crown land, where
no mining tenements Currently exist,
merely because the area is prospective
for iron ore?

(2) (a) What difficulties are there in
approving mining tenements for
iron ore should the vacant Crown
land be reserved for "national
park";

(b) is it a fact that both the Land Act
and National Parks Authority Act
contain provisions stating the Acts
do not affect the operation of the
Mining Act?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Under the provisions of the Mining Act,

1978 the Minister for Mines must
consult with and obtain the
recommendations of the responsible
Minister and controlling bodies before
consenting to mining on national park
reserves outside the south-west.
The extension of l-amersley Range
National Park over ground prospective
for iron ore could inhibit future
exploration and mining over such
ground.

(2) (a) Answered by (I).
(b) Yes.

TOWN PLANNING
Augusta-Mfargaret River Shire Scheme

1943. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:

(1) (a) Further to question 1830 of 1978
relevant to reserves, in view of the
Government's decision to postpone

vesting of reserves in the National
Parks Authority on the Lecuwin-
Naturaliste ridge earlier this year,
pending drafting of a district
planning scheme for the Shire of
Augusta- Margaret River, what
progress has been made in the

sc heme's preparation:
(b) has a proposed overall district

planning scheme yet been
advertised for public viewing, and if
so, on what date?7

(2) (a) Since the I17th January, 1978 has
the Town Planning Board
considered any rural type schemes,
scheme amendments or related
subdivisions in the area between the
Margaret River townsite and the
coast at Prevelly Park (6narabup):

(b) if so, would the board please
provide details?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) I am advised by council that draft

scheme plans were received two
weeks ago which are due to be
considered by council on the 1st
November, 1979. It is hoped to
forward the scheme for
consideration by the Town Planning
Board and myself by the end of
next January.

(b) N o.

(2) (a)
(b)

Yes.
Town Planning Scheme No.
I 2-Basildene Park-received
preliminary approval on 27th
March, 1979, and Final approval on
the 24th October, 1979.
Town Planning Scheme No.
I 3--Gnarabup---received Pre-
liminary approval on the I18th June,
1979.
Town Planning Scheme No.
I 4-Rangnow-received pre-
liminary approval on the 31st July,
1979.
Town Planning Scheme No. 9,
Amendment No. ), extension to
Walicliffe wilderness, received
preliminary approval on the 3rd
April, 1979 and final approval on
the 13th September, 1979.
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CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Conservation Through Reserves Committee:
Systems 6 and 7

1944. Mr SKIDMORE. to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:

(1) (a) What stage has been reached
concerning the system 6 study;

(b) when is it anticipated that the
Conservation Through Reserves
Committee Green Book will be
available for public perusal?

(2) (a) Has the Environmental Protection
Authority yet completed its
consideration of conservation
reserve proposals involving system
7;

(b) if so. 'on what date were its
recommendations transmitted to
the Government?

Mrs Craig (for Mr O'CONNOR) replied:
(1) (a) The report of the system 6 study to

the Environmental Protection
Authority is in the final stage of
preparation.

(b) If the member means the Green
Book relating to the system 6 study.
then it is expected to be completed
and submitted to the EPA within
two months. The authority will
probably release the Green Book
for public review shortly
afterwards.

(2) (a) and (b) No.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Harnersley Range National Park

1945. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Mines:

Further to question,2499 of 1978 relevant to
Dale's Gorge, on -ohat dates has the Mines
Department corresponded with the

(a) Department of Conservation and
Environment;

(b) National Parks Authority.
concerning the Government's
endorsement that Dales Gorge be
included in the Hamerslcy Range
national park and what attitude did it
express concerning the proposal and did

it indicate that the company had
responded favourably to the proposal?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(a) and (b) The 2nd June. 1976 and the

I2th November, 1976-Department
of Mines advised that it did not
support the proposal. No indication
was given of the company's attitude.

TOWN PLANNING
Busschton Shire

1946. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Further to questions 2533 and 2538 of

1978-
(a) in regard to the answer to part (3)

of the question, did the National
Parks Authority examine the
proposed new district planning
scheme to assess what changes
might be intended in relation to the
original town planning scheme to
determine if any aspects were
objectionable and consider scenery
and landscape protection measures;

(b) if not, why not?
(2) (a) Did the Busselton Shire Council or

its town planning consultant confer
with the National Parks Authority.
Environmental Protection
Authority and Department of
Conservation and Environment in
the preparatiob of the new proposed
district planning scheme;

(b) if so, on what dates in each case?
Mrs Craig (for Mr O'CONNOR) replied:
(1) (a) No.

(b) Discussions concerning general
planning issues including aspects
relating to the adjacent national
park were held between
representatives of the Busselton
Shire Council and officers of the
Department of Conservation and
Environment

(2) (a) and (b) Yes. Discussions separately
with both National Parks Authority
officers and the Department of
Conservation and Environment
staff were held on a number of
occasions over the period late 1976
to about mid- 1978.
The Environmental Protection
Authority has not been involved.
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LAND: NATIONAL PARK
Hamersicy Range

1947. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:
(1) Further to question 2498 of 1978, what

is the present situation concerning the
proposed cancellation to the Chinocup
townsite?

(2) Further to question 2499 of 1978, in
view of the fact that the company has
responded favourably to the
Government's agreement that the whole
of Dales Gorge be included in the
Hamersley Range national park, and
considering that the Mines Department
does not propose to take any further
action, what action is now required to
implement the proposal?

(3) Which authority is responsible for
initiating further action to have the
remainder of the gorge included in the
national park?

(4) On what date did the Mines Department
inform the Department of Lands and
Surveys of the company's favourable
response to the proposal?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Lands Department action awaits

resolution between the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife and the Shire of
Kent.

(2) to (4) The last advice from the Mines
Department, dated the 12th November
1976, did not support inclusion of Dales
Gorge in the Hamersley Range
National Park.
The Department of Conservation and
Environment, on the 2nd December
1916, confirmed to the Lands
Department that Dales Gorge could not
be included in the park.
Lands Department action awaits
clearance from these authorities.

LAND
Prevelly Park

1948. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:
(1) (a) Further to question 2167 of 1978,

what is the present situation

concerning the proposed declaration
of a townsite at Prevelly Park
(Gnarabup);

(b) do the answers to parts (a) and (b)
of the abovementioned question still
apply;

(c) to what extent have proposals been
discussed with the National Parks
Authority?

(2) Further to question 2492 of 1978 and
part (1)(b) in particular, in regard to
those reserves where problems do not
exist which comprise the majority, why
cannot they now be included in the
proposed national park?

(3) What are the reasons for processing
reserved lands in conjunction with land
of other tenure when this will probably
unnecessarily delay the progressive
implementation of the recommendations
endorsed by Cabinet?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) to (c) The member is referred to

page 4519 of the Government
Gazette dated the 1st December,
1978.

(2) and (3) The recommendations will be
carried out but not in a piecemeal
fashion as the procedures would be too
involved. Instead, there will be
amalgamation of some areas before
inclusion in national parks.
This will also overcome management
problems arising out of isolated and
small areas being transferred
continuously.

TOWN PLANNING
Busselton Shire

1949. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning:
(1) Further to question 2395 of 1978, what

is the present status of the Busselton
Shire town planning scheme No. 5?

(2) Further to part (2) of question 2533 of
1978, has the district town planning
scheme for the Shire of Busselton been
given final approval?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) The scheme has preliminary approval.
(2) No.
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TRANSPORT: AIR
Perth Airport

1950. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Has he seen the text of a reply given in
the Senate on the 9th October, 1979 to a
question asked by Senator Rocher, on
the future of Perth Airport?

(2) Is his department satisfied with the
progres indicated in his answer by
Senator Chancy?

(3) If not, what action by the State is
proposed?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) 1 have seen the reply given in the Senate

on the 9th October, 1979. Since that
date we have advised the
Commonwealth that this Government
accepts the recommendation that Perth
Airport should be developed as the
primary airport for the region. However,
I am -disturbed to note that the
Commonwealth has not yet announced
its acceptance of the recommendation. I
would also add that we have had
discussions with two other international
airlines, apart from KLM, whiich are
interested in serving Perth. I understand
both may be making applications to the
Commonwealth for landing rights. I am
not prepared to disclose which airlines
for the time being.

(2) The broad answer is that we will not be
satisfied until the Commonwealth
Department of Transport has developed
an acceptable master plan for the
airport and committed adequate sums to
providing appropriately sized domestic
and international terminals. I do know
that the master planning process is
under way and that the relevant State
departments have been instructed to
facilitate the process.

(3) 1 have spoken to the Commonwealth
Minister for Transport personally and
written to him officially on numerous
occasions about the terminals over the
last two years. My last letter, in which I
again -made the same points as in (2)
above, went only last week. I should add
that the Premier has also discussed the
facilities at Perth Airport with the
Prime Minister on more than one
occasion, and following a discussion in
Canberra last Friday, will be making a
further submission in the next few days.

A NI MALS
Goats: Feral

1951. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many applications have been made

for a permit to capture feral goats and
transfer them to properties for the
purpose of goat farming?

(2) How many permits have been granted?
(3) What number of goats have been

domesticated, using this system?
(4) What constitutes an escape proof

enclosure in- which feral goats may be
kept?

(5) Are any charges made for permits to
capture feral goats?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Twelve in the last three years from

landholders and two from research
institutions.

(2) Five to landholders in the agricultural
area and two to research institutions.

(3) The permits issued cover 480 goats
which legally continue to be regarded as
being feral.

(4) A fence two metres high constructed of
ringlock, or similar material with barbed
wire above. The Agriculture and
Related Resources Protection Act
provides for alternative animal proof
fences to be approved in writing by the
chief officer.

(5) No.

ENERGYGAS
Domestic and Non-domestic

1952. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Has the State Energy Commission

sufficient supply from the Dongara
fields source via WANG to provide for
all of its potential domestic customers in
the foreseeable future?

(2) As its demands grow, what arrangement
has the State Energy Commission, if
any, with Alcoa to take portion of its
quota and in return subsidise thaa firm
to use more oil for its fuel
requirements?

(3) (a) Does the State Energy Commission
supply other than domestic
consumers;

(b) if so, whom?
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(4) Is it known whether the Fremantle Gas
Company supplies other than domestic
users?

(5) What are the current rates charged by
the State Energy Commission for
domestic and non-domestic supply?

(6) Is it known what are the similar rates
charged by Fremantle Gas Company?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) The State Energy Commission has a
contract with Western Australian
Natural Gas Pty. Ltd. for the supply of
gas from Dongara. This contract expires
in January, 1987. The demand for gas in
Perth and the south-west area currently
exceeds the supply available from
Dongara and will do so until North-
West Shelf gas becomes available.

(2)

(3)

No such arrangement exists.

(a) Yes.
(b) The commission provides a wide

range of commercial and small
industrial customers throughout the
metropolitan area.

(4) Yes. Fremantle Gas Company supplies
domestic commercial and industrial
customers within its franchise area.

(5) State Energy Commission charges are
widely publicised in its tariff schedules
and the Government Gazette and I have
made available a copy of the current
charges to the member.

(6) The full range of tariffs from Fremantle
Gas Company is not immediately
available and I would suggest the
member contact the company directly
for that information.

WATER SUPPLIES
Aga ton

1953. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Water
Supplies:

(1) Has the Government had a response yet
from the Commonwealth regarding the
financing of the Agaton country water
supply proposals?

(2) If not, what progress, if any, has been
made by the Government on this scheme
since the report was completed?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes. The Minister for National

Development has advised that $403 000
is being held in reserve under the
current year's national water resources
programme, pending further discussions
of the Agaton project.

(2) Not applicable.

DAIRYING: MILK
Production Cost

1954. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) In determining the level of the recent
increase in the price of milk, i.e., Ic per
600 ml carton to 28c, as announced in
the Daily News the of 23rd October.
1979, and to be operative from the 1st

*November next, what production costs
for milk were used by the Dairy
Industry Authority? 1

(2) (a) What other charges and costs were
used by the Dairy Industry
Authority in fixing the total price;

(b) how much does each represent of
the total cost; and

(c) by how much was it increased?
(3) What is the current cost of production

of milk, actual or estimated, in each of
the following areas-
(a) Waroona;
(b) Harvey;
(c) Busselton;
(d) Manjimup-Pemberton-Nortlicliffe;
(e) Denmark-Albany?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Production costs are based on my

department's 1976-77 report on the
market milk industry and on
submissions to the authority's prices
committee. Increases in the prices of
milk are then based on the combined
evidence of increases in costs affecting
the various sectors of the industry. The
basic price structure for milk relates to a
600 ml bottle sold in the metropolitan
area, this being 28c from the 1st
November, 1979.

(2) (a) Those applicable to the collection,
transport, processing, packaging
and distribution of milk as derived
from submissions made to the
authority.
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(b) The percentage of the basic retail
price for these sectors from the 1st
November, 1979 will be-

Production
collection
transport
processing and packaging
distribution

44.89
2.68
2.34

20.89
25.13

(c) The percentage increase of the
return received by these sectors
from the Ist November, 1979 will
be-

production 3.82
collection
transport
processing and packaging
distribution

4.17
3.81
3.83
3.9

(3) The latest survey of the market milk
industry undertaken by my department
covered the 1976-77 Financial year. The
survey was not designed to yield district
comparisons.

MINING ACT
Proc/a ma tion

1955. Mr H-. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

(1) What sections, if any, of the Mining Act
have been proclaimed?

(2) When is the balance expected to be
proclaimed?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Sections I and 2 and clause 3 of the
second schedule.

(2) After regulations have been drafted and
public comments considered.

TOWN PLANNING
Ballajura Pty. Ltd.

1956. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) Further to her answer to question 1284
of 1979 relevant to reassessments of
metropolitan region scheme zonlings, can

she say whether a decision has yet been
made on the application by Ballajura
Pty. Ltd., for the reassessment of the
metropolitan region scheme zonings and
reservation in the metropolitan region
scheme following consideration of the
final report and recommendations by the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority at its September meeting?

(2) if "Yes", what was the nature of the
decision?

(3) In particular, what changes have been
approved to the road pattern in the area
concerned?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Discussions took place at the authority
meeting on the 24th October, 1979.

(2) and (3) Subject to further investigation
of some details, I expect that the
authority will initiate an amendment to
the metropolitan region scheme. Until I
receive that submission, final details will
not be known.

TOWN PLANNING: METROPOLITAN
REGION PLANNING AUTHORITY

Regional Open Space Land

1957. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) In what locations has the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority purchased
land for regional open space in each of
the past five financial years and what
was the respective area and price of each
purchase?

(2) What proportion of the authority's land
purchases in each year was expended on
land for regional open space?

(3) What are the locations and respective
areas of land presently zoned for
regional open space which remain to be
purchased for this purpose?
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Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) The compilation of the information

would involve a considerable staff effort
and I am reluctant to make that
commitment. Whilst I am aware that
dealings can be ascertained by search at
the Office of Titles, I am not convinced
that these should be listed. If the
member consults me I will endeavour to
provide information to assist him.

(2) These details are published in the
authority's annual report for all years
since its inception. I recently tabled the
report for 1978-79.

(3) As at 30/9/79

Locality
Armadale
Bibra
Bickley
Canning River
Canning Vale
Churchman
Cockburn
Escarpment
Glen Forrest-Greenmount
Owelup
Hamersley
Helena River
Helena Valley
Herdsman
Kelmscott
Joondalup-Ooollelal
Lesmu rd ic-Roleystone
Medina-Kwinana
Mania na
Morley-Malaga
Ocean Foreshore
Red Hill
Southern River
Swan River north
Swan River south
Mussel Pool
Collier

Area
(hectares)

67.0294
203.3 49 7

38.091 0
17 1.8 39 9
40.1897

124.8000
16. 170 6
13.221 I
68.329 9
13.217 4
81.0000

5.700 0
192.303 1
85.9679
29.1373

225.5432
665.767 6
184.300 0

1.7125
630.7406
152.501 6

4.200 0
26.368 4
46.352 0
73.341 1
42.312 3
22.729 4

3232.215 7

EDUCATION: PRE-SCHOOL
Children under Five Years

1958. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:.

(1) Has he established an inter-
departmental committee to review the
needs of pre-school children under five
years'?

(2) Is it intended that his department,
rather than the Education Department,
will take over responsibility (or meeting
the needs of this age group?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The inter-departmental committee is

currently considering recommendations
in a confidential report prepared by Dr
Jecks concerning pre-school children
under five years of age.

EDUCATION: PRE-SCHOOL
Teachers

1959. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Can he confirm that the salaries of

teachers in pre-school centres are
presently covered under the same award
as those in pre-primary?

(2) Is there any intention to alter this
present arrangement with respect to
teachers in pre-school centres?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what is the nature and
reason for any such proposed change?

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
(1)

(2)
(3)

Pre-primary teachers havc salaries in
accordance with a salaries agreement
determined under the Education Act.
The salaries of pre-school teachers are
determined under the Pre-School
Teachers' and Associates Award.
No.
Not applicable.

EDUCATION: PRE-SCHOOL
Children under Five Years

1960. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Following the interim report of the
committee established to make
recommendations on the under five year
group, was Dr Jecks. commissioned to
make a further report?

(2) If "Yes", when was Dr Jecks' report
completed and what action followed
from consideration of his report?

(3) Is there any intention to hand over the
responsibility for the under five-year age
group to the Community Welfare
Department?
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Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
(1) Dr Jecks was requested to advise

confidentially on early childhood
education services available in this State
from all sources and administrative
procedures being followed by the
Departments- of Community Welfare
and Education. He consulted with senior
officers of both departments, with
institutions and various individuals.

(2) Advice given is being followed up by a
small inter-departmental committee
representing health, education and
welfare.

(3) I understand that community welfare
already provides considerable service for
children under Five years of age.

SHOPPING CENTRES
Proliferation

1961. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:
(I) Is she aware of recent moves by the

Victorian State Government to balance
shopping centre development against
community needs?

(2) In approving new shopping centre
developments in Western Australia,
what consideration is given to the
impact of new centres on existing
outlets?

(3) Are there difficulties being faced by
small businesses in establishing
suburban shopping centres as a result of
the opening of a number of new large
shopping centres in the past 12 months?

(4) Has any recent consideration been given
to the need for a reassessment of the
conditions for approving new
developments in Western Australia in
view of these apparent difficulties?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) An examination is made of the

comparative level of facilities and floor
space in relation to the location of any
existing centres and the new proposed
centIre.

(3) No doubt in some individual cases
difficulties arise for a variety of reasons,
but I am not aware of any identifiable
major trend associated with the opening.
of larger centres.

(4) No.

FISH-ERI ES
Herring

1962. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Further to the answer received to
question 902 of 1979, has he yet
received the report from the general
f isheries advisory committee concerning
the possible implementation of a policy
of having herring declared a food fish
only?

(2) If "Yes", what further action has
resulted?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is it anticipated
that the report will be available?

Mrs Craig (for Mr O'CONNOR) replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) Preliminary investigations have shown

that the declaration of herring as a food
fish will have substantial social and
economic effects. To arrive at a fully
informed decision will require the
gathering of extensive information and
data, and consultation with affected
parties. I am advised that with the
resources currently available the
collection of this information and
presentation of a report to me is
expected to take several more months.

EDUCATION: PRE-PRIMARY AND PRE-
SCHOOL

Teachers'Aides

1963. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it a fact that under the Teachers'
Aides' Award 1979, child care
certificate course graduates with two
years training will receive the same rate
of pay as those with much shorter
periods of training, or those who are
untrained?

(2) What is his department's attitude to the
continuance of the child care certificate
course?

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
(1) The Teachers' Aides' Award, L979,

applies to a person who applies for and
accepts a position as an aide in a school,
pre-primary centre, or pre-school centre.
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Anyone, irrespective of training
background, who takes a position as a
teachers' aide is paid award rates.
Child care certificate graduates are
eligible to apply for positions as child
care workers, working under the
direction of a trained 'teacher, and are
paid at a special rate for this work.

(2) Graduates of the child care certificate
course are trained to work in health and
welfare fields as well as in early
childhood education as child care
workers. The course will continue at a
level which will provide for the needs of
these three areas.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Hanvey Shire

1964. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local
Government:

What does she intend when she refers to
changes to the Local Government Act in
relation to the problems being
encountered by the Harvey Shire?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
The intention is to remove uncertainty in
the legislation as a result of litigation in
which the Harvey Shire Council was
involved and which may have general
application to all municipalities.

MARINE DEALERS AND COLLECTORS
Prescribed Areas

1965. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:
(1) What right does the Swan Brewery have

to prescribe the areas in which a holder
of a marine dealer's licence may collect
empty beer bottles?

(2) Is the holder of a marine dealer's licence
entitled to receive empty beer bottles in
his bottleyard from people bringing
them in, irrespective of where they live?

Mr O'N EIL replied:
(1) None.
(2) Yes.

HEALTH: TOBACCO PRODUCTS
Banning on Buses and Trains

1966. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Transport:

Has smoking been banned on-
(a) MTT buses;
(b) Westrail buses;
(c) Westrail passenger trains?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(a)
(b)

Yes.
No, but the front section
buses has been allocated
smoking passengers.

(c) (i) Suburban passenger trains-
Yes;

(ii) Country passenger trains-no,
but sections are set aside for
non-smokers.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS: REPAIR
AND SERVICE WORK

Preference Scheme: Apprentices

1967. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(I) With reference to his answer to question

2019 of 1978-in which he indicated
that the Government would explore the
possibility of introducing a preference
scheme for firms employing apprentices,
with regard to repair and service work
required by the Government, if the
existing preference scheme relating to
the building industry is seen to be
effctlive-has this possibility now been
explored?

(2) Does the Government intend to
introduce such a scheme?

Mrs Craig (for Mr O'CONNOR) replied:
(1) and (2) Government and industry

representatives have now completed an
examination of the proposed preference
scheme applicable to Government
building contracts and certain
amendments have been made.
As a result this scheme will now be fully
implemented for all contracts closing
after the 6th November, 1979.
It is proposed to review the scheme early
in 1980 to determine its success or
otherwise.
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Subject to the review, the Government
will consider the merits of expanding the
scheme to other areas of industry.

GOVERNMENT STORES DEPARTMENT
Dccni ralisation

1968. Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Government given consideration
to decentralising the operations of the
Government Stores Department to
regional centres with the appointment of
regional purchasing officers?-

(2) Does the Government propose to take
some action towards dcentralising the
Government's purchasing operations?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he detail the action
proposed?

(4) If the Government does not intend to
take any action, will he please explain
why not?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
to (4) The proposal is the subject of a
special study by the Treasury and
Government Stores Department which
will report to the Government on the
advantages and possible additional costs
and personnel involved.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
Section 45 (1) (b)

1969. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is it a fact that in October 1977 the

Local Government Association voted
overwhelmingly in favour of deleting
section 45(1)(b) of the Local
Government Act so as to enable voting
by non-British subjects in municipal
elections?

(2) What action has been taken by her on
this matter?

(3) When might there be consideration of
this matter?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Member bodies were reported to have

voted on the question as follows-
In favour
Against
No reply

23
7

(2) The question was referred by my
predecessor to the working party which
reviewed part IV of the Local
Government Act.

(3) In the near future proposals For part IV
amendments will be referred to all
municipal councils for comment.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Land: Revaluation

1970. Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:

What is the policy of the Government
with regard to the desirable frequency of
general revaluations within each local
authority?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
As already indicated in Parliament, the
aim is to achieve a three-yearly cyclic
general valuation in the metropolitan
area and a five-year cycle in country
areas.
Computer assistance will be available in
due course and this will improve the
turn-around for the 138 councils.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Land: Revaluation

1971. Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:

(1) With reference to section 25(l) of the
Valuation of Land Act which states that
a rating authority may-engage a valuer
subject to the approval of the Valuer
General and subject to such conditions
as the Vatuer General determines, under
what conditions will such approval be
granted for a general valuation?

(2) What conditions is the Valuer General
likely to impose and for what purpose?

(3) Under what circumstances can a
municipality appoint valuers for a
general revaluation and does it make
any difference whether the valuer is an
independent person or a salaried officer
of a council?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) To meet emergency or other situations

where the Valuer-General's office is
unable to make a general valuation
without disruption of its programme.
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(2) Demonstrated professional qualifications
and competency appropriate to the area
to be re-valued.
This would be primarily to ensure
proper valuation principles are applied
because of the Valuer-General's overall
responsibility in respect o( the
requirements of the Act.
There are, of course, requirements about
availability of working papers, .tc. and
confidentiality to comply with the
statutory provisions. 1

(3) See answers to questions (1) and (2)
It makes no difference whether the
private valuer is a member of council
staff or not.

COURTS
Withdrawal of Charges: Costs

1972. Mr CARR, to the Minister representing
the Attorney General:
(1) With regard to a recent case in which a

person was charged with an offence and
was required to engage an expensive
defence, only to find that the charges
were withdrawn by the Crown on the
day before the trial was due, is there a
mechanism by which the costs of that
person's legal defence can be awarded
against the Crown?

(2) (a) Is there scope for a special ex gratia
payment to be made to that person
as compensation; and

(b) if so, will the Attorney General
advise the details?

(3) If the answers to (1) and (2) are both
"No", how does the Government justify
the situation where a person can be put
to a large cost without trial, whereas
costs would presumably have been
awarded to him if the case had
proceeded?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The Attorney General has supplied the
following answer-
(1) to (3) There is no point in

discussing these matters in the
abstract.
The action of the prosecution is
always directed by the facts of the
particular case.
If the honourable member will
identify the case to which he refers,
I will have the matters investigated.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Norseman

1973. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Is it a fact that the town of Norseman
was without electric power from
approximately 3.00 p.m. to 7.40 p.m.
last Friday due to a fault within the
State Energy Commission operation?

(2) Is it fact that there was considerable
trouble in obtaining a qualified State
Energy Commission electrician to repair
the fault and that one finally had to be
sent up from Esperance?

(3) Why is there no qualified State Energy
Commission electrician presently
stationed in Norseman, which is a fairly
sizeable town?

(4) Would he look into authorising other
qualified electricians in Norseman to
carry out urgent maintenance and
repairs?

(5) What steps will he take to solve this
problem which is possibly liable to recur
from time to time and thereby not only
inconvenience townspeople but place at
risk thousands of dollars worth of
perishable goods during the hot summer
months?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No. Only a small portion of the town

was without power from 3.00 p.m. to
7.40 p.m. The area affected was
supplied from one transformer. The
cause of the fault was a willywilly lifting
the roof of a nearby house causing
debris to strike the commission's mains.

(2) No. The Commission's office at
Esperance was informed at 3.40 p.m. of
the fault and linemen were despatched
to Norseman at 4.15 p.m.

(3) to (5) A lineman is currently being
trained at the commission's line school.
He is a resident of Norseman; and on
the completion of his training he will
return to Norseman where he will be
available to attend to all matters
relating to the maintenance and
operation of the distribution System. In
the meantime, faults will be attended to
by a line crew which is currently
undertaking work in the town, and the
commission's Esperance line staff.
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The commission will look into the
matter of utilising the services of local
electricians. However, for safety reasons,
some danger exists in utilising outside
personnel on the commission's mains.

HOSPITAL
Kalgoorlie

1974. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Does the Government intend to build,
acquire or set up a permanent care unit
as part of or attached to the Kalgoorlie
Regional Hospital?

(2) If not, why not, in view of the fact that
all other major regional centres have
such a facility?

(3) If "Yes" to (1), by what means does the
Government propose that it should be
acquired?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) In the short term, no.

In the long term if the need is
established, consideration will be given.

(2) The Order of St. John of God is
currently negotiating the sale of its
hospital premises as a nursing home.
Until negotiations are finalised, the
Government is unable to give further
consideration to this matter.

(3) Not applicable.

HEALTH: FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUPPLIES

Canadian Government Report

1975. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is it fact that the Government of Quebec
in Canada has released a report of a
study of fluoridation showing damage by
accumulated fluorides in aquatic and
plant life together within animals and
humans?

(2) Is it fact that the Government of
Quebec's report reached the conclusion
that fluorides are carcinogenic (cancer
forming) and harmful to humans?

(3) Is it also fact that the Government of
Quebec has suspended the use of
fluoride?

Mr YOUNG replied:
()to (3) The report is not at present in my

possession. I am obtaining a copy of the
report from Sydney and I will write to
the member following study of the
report.

GRAEME MITCHELL HANSSEN
Bankruptcy

1976. Mr PEARCE, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) Did Graeme Medley Harris change his
name to Graeme Mitchell Hanssen by
licence XXVI No. 12289 on the 26th
February, 1976?

(2) Was be a bankrupt at the time?
(3) If not, was he declared bankrupt

subsequently?
(4) Is he an undischarged bankrupt at the

present time?
(5) What is the legal status of the

organisation "People Against Union
Dictatorship" which Mr Hanssen
purports to represent and on behalf of
whom he solicits donations?

(6) Are there legal restrictions on bankrupt
persons soliciting funds for organisations.
of this type?

M r O'N E IL replied:-
(1) to (6) This question is considered to be

out of order. (See Erskine May 19th
Edition, pages 328. 329, and 331.)

1977. This question was postponed.

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Child Care Act

1978. Mr CARR, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:

(1) Is it fact that considerable concern has
been expressed by operators of child
care centres that the Federal subsidy
provided under the Child Care Act,
1972, is not available to their customers
but only to childminding. under the
family day care scheme?

(2) Has his department made any
representations to the Federal
Government seeking amendments to the
present scheme?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he please outline
the nature of the submission?
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(4) If "No" to (2) and (3), will he please
state the Government's policy with
regard to the scheme as it presently
operates?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

Subsidies to children in need are
available-
(i) under the Federal Child Care Act,

1972, to those attending non-
profitmaking and community-based
day care centres;

(ii) to those children in family day care
attached to a family day care
scheme funded by the Department
of Social Security's Office of Child
Care.
There are no subsidies available for
children attending privately owned
day care centres; and concern has
been expressed by the proprietors of
these centres on the issue.

No.
Not applicable.
I understand that the Association of
Registered Child Care Centres WA Inc.,
after discussions with concerned people
and myself is now awaiting a copy of the
draft child care regulations currently
being reviewed by Parliamentary
Counsel.
I have given aji undertaking- that the
new regulations can be considered by
the association before they are finalised.
I will be contacting the association
further on the matter of Federal funding
for day care centres.

1979. This question was postponed.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

RAILWAYS
Maintenance and Improvement

1.Mr NANOVICI-I to the Minister for
Transport:

The repeated claims by the Leader of
the Opposition and the Opposition
spokesman on transport matters that the
State's railway system is being neglected
by the Government and allowed to run
down is of considerable concern to me
and, I am sure, to most people.
My understanding is that these claims
totally misrepresent the true facts, and I
am very concerned that the people of

Western Australia are being 'grossly
misled by the Opposition's persistent
statements in this regard.
In order that the public does have the
real facts, I ask will he outline the
factual position?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
I know of the keen interest of the
member for Whitford in transport
matters. I thank him for his question
and for the prior notice he gave me.
I am concerned about the Opposition's
persistent grass misrepresentation to the
public regarding the State's railway
system.
Like most other quite empty claims this
Opposition trumps up for cheap political
ends and sensational headlines-and I
might say in a totally divisive and
irresponsible way-they are, as usual,
completely without foundation.
To refute fully those utterly groundless
claims by the Opposition, I advise-

There has been $100-million
expenditure of capital funds on
improvements and upgrading of the
State's railway system since 1974.
Some of the notable projects-

the 80-kilometre Eneabba-
Dongara railway for transport
of mineral sands opened in
1975 at a cost of $9.2 million;
the upgrading of the 259-
kilometre Kal[goorlie- Leonora
railway for the Agnew niickel
traffic which began in 1976
and will be completed next
year at a cost of $5.8 million,
the $4.7 million upgrading and
re-railing of the Brunswick-
Collie line for the increased
coal traffic;
the $2 million track upgrading
and signalling system
improvement on the 91-
kilometre Pinjarra-Picton line
for alumina traffic;,
the $0.7 millio n dual gauge
connection between Kenwick
Junction and the Canning Vale
industrial area constructed in
1978;
the $1.2 million track
maintenance work on the
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Amery-Kalannie line during
the past three years;
the $2.5 million spent on
general maintenance and
improvement programmes on
the Perth-Armadale and Perth-
Midland suburban passenger
lines during the past two years;
the work now proceeding on
direct rail access between the
upper south-west-main line and
the lower south-west line to
Manjimup to enable through-
trains to by-pass Bunbury next
year;
the proposed renewal of the 28-
kilometre track between
Mundijong and Kwinana,
scheduled to start in about two
years;,
the acquisition of 11I new
mainline locomotives in the
past five years at a cost of $6.6
million;
the calling of tenders this year
for a batch of up to 13
locomotives as part of a
programme of replacement of
X-class lighiline locomotives
used for general goods
movement-

Point of Order

Mr BRYCE: On a point of order, Mr
Speaker, I draw your attention to the
fact that the Minister for Transport is
abusing the time available to members
for questions without notice, having in
fact prepared a second reading speech.

The SPEAKER: it is for me to decide
whether the Minister, or any other
member, is abusing the privileges of the
House. It is my contention that although
the Minister's answer is a long one, he is
not abusing the privileges of the House.

Mr Clarko: You are an impertinent young
cockerel.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

M-r RUSHTON: To continue with my
answer-

the construction at a cost of
$10 million of 250 special

purpose wagons, including 90
for the haulage of grain;
the $300 000 maintenance and
refurbishing programme
currently underway on the
Australian train coaches;
the provision of I I new railway
station buildings at various
country centre stations in the
past five years;
the new parcels depot at Roe
Street in Perth, and upgraded
parcel facilities at Multewa
and Kewdale;
the acquisition and
refurbishing of a substantial
building at Narrogin for
district administration
purposes;
the expenditure of about $1
million on further
improvements to facilities and
other ancilliary equipment at
the Midland Workshops, with
further upgrading of amenities
envisaged for 1981;
the purchase of 10 new
suburban railcars currently in
hand, and planned expenditure
of up to $13 million in the
1979-84 five-year urban public
transport improvement
programme for puchase of
additional railcars, bus-train
transfer facilities, and
provision of car parks at

.suburban railway stations; and
the $100 million five-year
503-kilometre Kwinana-
Koolyariobbing standard gauge
re-sleepering/re-railing projct.

That, Sir, is a remarkable record,
demonstrating a responsible and very
positive commitment by-the Government
to the State's railway system.

Mr Bryce; You ought to b9; ashamed of
yourself.

RAILWAYS: MIDLAND-PERTH
Passenger Service: Disruption

2. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Transport:

My question is in relation to the rail
system, and it is not a Dorothy Dixer. It
is as follows-
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(1) Was the Perth-Midland passenger
rail service disrupted this week?

(2) If'"Yes" to (l), on what days of the
week was the service disrupted?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), were the
breakdowns due to-
(a)

(b)

the mechanical failure of
rolling stock;
the failure of the signalling
system;

(c) other reasons?
(4) What was the duration of any of

the delays that may have occurred?
There is a slight alteration in the next
part of the question, so it is not quite the
same as the question conveyed earlier to
the Minister.
(5) Assuming there were delays, what

action is to be taken by the
Minister to ensure that passengers
are provided with the service they
are entitled to receive in view of the
Government's oft-stated comment
that it is updating the passenger
service on this and other lines?

Mr RUSH-TON replied:
(1) to (5) I regret that the time given

has not been adequate for Westrail
to provide the information and I ask
the member to put the question on
notice.

Mr Skidmore: It was phoned to you this
morning.

HEALTH: MENTAL
Devonleigh Hospital

3. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Health;

My question relates to the Devonleigh
Hospital and is as follows-
(1) Are the publicised intentions of the

Government an indication of
Government views for consideration
or a firm decision in relation to
Devonleigh Hospital?

(2) Will any of the children and young
adults to be housed at Devonleigh
Hospital be-
(a) uncontrollable;
(b) in need of physical restraint;, or
(c) dangerous to surrounding

residents?

(3) Will there be any need for
Devonleigh Hospital to be fully
fenced on its perimeter boundary
and will it be fenced?

(4) Is any unusual or unnatural noise
likely to emanate from Devonleigh
Hospital?

(5) When the Minister meets local
residents on the 4th November will
he and supporting professional
staff, whom I assume he will have
with him, be able to explain all the
implications of the proposal to local
residents?

(6) Will the children and young adults
proposed to be housed at
Devonleigh Hospital come in the
main from Graylands Hospital and,
if so, why are they being
transferred to Devonleigh Hospital?

Mr YOUNG replied:

I thank the member for Cottesloe for
notice of the question. The answer is as
follows-

(1) A firm decision has been made in
regard to the matter. The proposed
accommodation of moderately
handicapped children from Pyrton
Training Centre and to provide
limited training facilities for
moderately handicapped adults was
considered to be the most
satisfactory use For Devon leigh
Hospital.

There is an urgent need for
additional facilities for
intellectually handicapped persons
and the type of activities proposed
for Devonleigh Hospital are most
suited to the present residential
environment of the area.

(2) (a) No; the children to whom the
member referred will not be
uncontrollable;

(b) they will not be in need of
physical restraint; and

(c) they will not be dangerous to
surrounding residents.
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(3) It 'is not considered necessary to
fence the property for security
purposes, but ror the safety or the
children a suitable, unobtrusive
fence will be erected on the front
boundary line. Fencing needs
between adjoining properties will be
determined after consultation with
the neighbours concerned.

(4) No unusual or unnatural noises are
likely to emanate from Devonleigh
Hospital.

(5) Yes; and I hope that nearby
neighbours would not unfavourably
prejudge the situation or the
children Without taking advantage
of the opportunity to join in the
discussion to which they have been
invited or to visit the Pyrton
Training Centre to assess the
likelihood of inconvenience to them.

I want to add that a special
invitation has been issued by myself
to all residents in and around the
area for a very specific purpose and
that is to advise the residents firstly,
of the sort of people who will be
going to Devonleigh Hospital and,
secondly, to give them the
opportunity to ask any questions
and have their rears allayed by the
answers which will be given by
myself and the officers who will be
present there.

(6) No; they will in fact be transferred
from the Pyrton Training Centre
which has already provided these
people with a degree of training.
This will in turn relieve the pressure
on the Swanibourne Hospital which
is overcrowded and unsuitable. This
will, therefore, provide the
opportunity for some of the mildly
and moderately intellectually
handicapped people at Swanbourne
Hospital to be transferred to better
facilities at the Pyrton Training
Centre.

The step being taken is a very large
one towards enabling a number or
intellectually handicapped people to
achieve self-sufficiency and
integration into the general
community. These are mildly and
moderately intellectually
handicapped people in respect of
whom the Government policy is and
has always been to provide training
facilities to enable them to lead
more fruitful and reasonable lives.
They are no sicker than the people
who previously occupied the
hospital. They are not sick people.
They are battling a handicap and
deserve a chance for rehabilitation.

Mr Bryce: I am beginning to wonder whether
there is a firm and confirmed place for
the member for Cottesloe in the
Cabinet.

NUDE BATHING
Swanfrourne Beach

4. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

Was the Minister correctly reported on
page 3 of the Daily News of the 24th
October in respect of the matter of nude
bathing at Swanbourne, where he is
reported to have said he would not direct
the police to take any action unless a
written complaint was made to him?

Mr O'N El L replied:
I am glad the member did not refer to
the headline, because I did not say what
appears there. I had a discussion with a
newspaper reporter over the telephone at
Parliament House yesterday afternoon.
She has probably taken down something
to the effect that I' would not direct the
police, but I have always said-as has
the Government-that under no
circumstances would I direct the police
to do anything or abstain from doing
anything. This is a misinterpretation of
a conversation over the telephone, some
of which was quite amusing.
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STATE FINANCE
Short-term Interest Transactions:
Discussions with Treasury Officers;

5. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is it true that an approach from the

member for Vilgarn-Dundas and myself
to be advised by Treasury officials in the
presence of the Treasurer of the practice
of the investment of public moneys has
been rejected?

(2) Does the Premier concede, in view of the
rapid growth of the short-term money
market since it was established in 1959,
that there is a significant need to amend
the laws of this State which govern the
investment of public moneys on the
short-term money market with dealers,
whether they be guaranteed by the
Reserve Dank or not guaranteed by that
bank?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) 1 understand the member for

Balcatta and/or the member for
Yilgarn-Dundas approached the
Treasury Department to take up the
offer I made to the Leader of the
Opposition that he should visit the
department at a convenient time and
discuss the short-term money market
with me and Treasury officers and have
an explanation given to him in regard to
the procedures followed, because it
seemed that either the Leader of the
Opposition was being grossly
misinformed-even mischievously
misinformed-or he did not understand
the operations of the market. That offer
still stands. The Leader of the
Opposition came back with another
question and wanted to know if such a
discussion could take place, but on the
basis that he would not be bound by the
normal arrangements that exist when a
member of Parliament sees documents
within a Government office; in other
words, he wanted to make public the
information he was given. I had to make
it clear that the information could not be
made public.

Mr B. T. Burke: We made no such
stipulation.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am just prefacing
my answer to the question asked by the
member.
Therefore, when the two
members-either one on behalf of the

other or both, I am not sure
which-made that approach to the
Treasury the officers there properly
informed the members that the
proposition I had placed before the
Leader of the Opposition was for him,
and that was fair enough.
I understand that either the member for
Balcatta or the member for Yilgarn-
Dundas, or both of them, then
approached my office this morning and,
in my absence, asked whether they could
see me and the Treasury officers this
afternoon. I am informed they received
the same answer, that the proposition I
had made was directed at the Leader of
the Oppositon.
My answer to the member is that, it is
rather strange that he and the member
for Yilgarn-Dundas did not approach
me if they wanted a proposition of this
kind placed before them. They could
have seen me and obtained my reaction
to it. I want to repeat that if the
Treasury Department and my own
department told the two members that
the offer I made was directed at the
Leader of the Opposition, they were
quite correct and proper in doing that,
because unless the Leader of the
Opposition requests that the proposition
be transferred from him to another
member of the Opposition who would
take up the proposition on his behalf, I
would not agree.
I believe the Leader of the Opposition
has a responsibility to himself, to his
party, and to the Parliament to inform
himself properly.
I do not know why the member for
Yiigarn-Dundas and the member for
Balcatta now seek to take up the
proposition separately from their leader.
However, that is their own business.

Mr B. T. Burke: Of course he is not in
Western Australia at the moment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The offer has been
made to the Leader of the Opposition
and it still stands. It was made a
considerable time ago. I do not know
why, all of a sudden, because the Liader
of the Opposition happens to be out of
the State, the two members wish to take
up the offer. I am not sure whether they
speak on behalf of the Leader of the
Opposition or with his authority in his
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absence;, but 1 do not know why they
seek to replace the Leader of the
Opposition in these discussions.
However, if ;he Leader of the
Opposition wants the offer to be taken
up by other members of his party rather
than by himself, I suggest that, as a
matter of plain good sense and courtesy,
he should approach me on the matter.

POLICE
Political Newspaper Vendors:

Harassment

6. Dr TROY, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

Is the Minister aware that in the last
few weeks his Police Force has increased
its harassment of street sellers of
political newspapers? If he is aware-of
that, does that policy come about as a
result of a direction from him or from
the Commissioner of Police who is
taking the action into. his own hands?

Mr O'NRIL replied:
I am not aware of the allegations made
by the member. Once again I repeat that
no direction is given to the
Commissioner of Police by myself or by
the Government.

STATE-FINANCE
Short-term interest Transactions:

Amendment of Legislation
7. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Treasurer:

It may have been an oversight on the
part of the Treasurer that he did not
answer the second part of the question I
asked him. To refresh his memory I
shall repeat it. Does the Treasurer
concede, in view of the rapid growth of
the short-term money market since its

establishment in 1959, that there is a
significant need for an overhaul or
amendment of those laws governing the
investment of public funds on the short-
term money mar ket, whether those
funds be lodged with dealers who have
last resort facilities extended by the
Reserve Bank, or with dealers who do
not have those facilities?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I realise now I did not answer the second
part of the question asked by the
member and I apologise for that. I did
not intend to avoid it.
My short answer to his question would
be, "No." I do not think circumstances
have changed so that amendments to the
legislation arc warranted, because in my
experience the operations under the
legislation that was passed by this
Parliament are very smooth, and very
efficient, and their performance tells its
own story. I have heard or no
suggestions from other States, which
have similar practices no doubt, that it is
felt there is any need for a legislative
change.
I have, however, written to the Leader of
the Opposition telling him he has a
responsibility to make clear any points
of concern he may have. I believe he
owes it to the public, to the Parliament,
and certainly to the Treasury officers to
make clear any reservations he has. Also
if the Leader of the Opposition believes
the legislation is not effective in the light
of present-day practices, it is up to him
to say in what areas he believes it is not
effective.
As far as the Government is concerned,
as far as the Treasury is concerned, and
as far as the best advice we can get is
concerned, there is no need for change.
The legislation is working smoothly and
effectively and the taxpayers' money is
protected fully.
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